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CURSORY REMARKS 


ON THE 


CONVENTION BILL 


8 paſſes away the ory: of the world, 


and ſo paſſes away the glory of Engliſh- 


men. Every thing remaining which could 


inſpire honeſt pride; true dignity, or ſublime 
elevation is expiring ; our deareſt and moſt 
ſacred rights, which have hitherto been torn 


from us by progreſſion, are now to be 


ſnatched at once, and for ever. Two thou- 
ſand years, under every cirritmitance Bri- 
tons have exerciſed the liberty of ſpeech, 
and held public meetings unmoleſted, war- 
ranted by the laws, and ſanctioned by the 


conſtitution and government, but, now, 
alas! they muſt ſpeak, and meet no more, 
unleſs for the dexradiig purpoſe of ſound- 


ing the notes of adulation, and ſinging the 
| praifes 
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praiſes of thoſe men who have baſely ſacri- 
ficed the good of their country to their in- 
dividual aggrandizement. We ſhall fall, 
never to riſe again; the pride, the boaſt, 

the fame of Britons will deſcend at once into 
the grave of power; and Mr, PitT will 
write the inſulting epitaph. The ſame con- 
temptable and unmanly apathy which hath 
ſent ſo many thouſands to ſlaughter, plung- 
cd tne nation into accum ulated mileries, by 
wars and taxes, raiſed immenſe fortunes to 

a few at the expence of the blood and trea- 
ſures of millions; the fame unfeeling tem- 
per will, without the leaſt compunctions, 
wind up a ſeries of crimes, by ſtabbing at 
ene blow the Rights of a whole people for 
the cataſtrophe. 

In vain hath the uniform uſage of fo 
many centuries, and the fifth article of the 
Bill of Rights, entitled Britons to the clear 
right of petition ; in vain hath the great 
charter itſelf, expreſily by the ſeventh arti- 
cle, juſtified the reſiſtance of, the people to 
any encroachments upon the liberties of 
the nation—with theſe conſtitutional checks 
before their eyes, theſe ſacred admonitions 
of the Bill of Rights, and of Magna Charta, 
fully expreſſed in favor of the liberty of the 

ſubject; 
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ſubject; miniſters have dared in the blind - 


neſs and wantonneſs of mere power, to 
bring forward a meaſure pregnant with un- 
conſtitutional ruin to the people, and of 
infamy to themſelves Good Heavens! 
What age do we live in? The records of 
our hiſtory relates the tyranny of kings 
and of miniſters ; we read with indignation 


of GAvEesToN, of SpENCER, of WoLSEY, 


we deteſt their crimes and rejoice in their 
puniſhments ; but their actions, wicked and 
abominable as they were, ſink before the 
aſpiring genius of Mr. Prrr and Lord 
GREN VILLE. What no bad miniſter, 
through the long courſe of our hiſtory hath 
dared to attempt even in ſpeculation, is now 


attempted in the moſt inſulting manner, as 


if the ruin and miſery of nine millions of 
Britons could beſtow applauſe on the inven- 
tors. 

Happy P:ivT! Happy GRENVILLE | 
great 15 your heroiſm, bold and daring your 
attempt—happy mult be the reflections of 
ſuch heroes, who leave all former wicked- 
neſs far behind them; too great for imita- 


tion, too ſublime for former flights, hence- 
forth ſoar in a way hitherto undilcovered. 


Citizens, 
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* Citizens, the charm is at length wound 


up, every potent ſpell has been employed by 


oui ſtate magicians to prepare thoſe com- 
buſtibles which are for ever to annihilate our 
few remaining Rights, by their exploſion. 


The long projected ſyſtem is completed: 


they have proceeded ad gradam, ſtep by 


ſtep, with unceaſing perſeverance, to ſap 


and undermine our deareſt rights. The 


ſiege has been regular and deciſive, and the 


coup de main will be by ſtorm. 


Every man of common obſervation muſt 


have perceived with what! aſſiduity bar- 


racks have been erected in every town; 


the military encreaſed to an irreſiſtable force 
in point of number, and every attachment 
which delufion or intereſt can procure, hath 
been uſed to ripen the matter to maturity— 
and the good of the people being utterly 
forſaken, to eſtabliſh by force alone a mili- 


tary government. How wile or how per- 


manent that ſyſtem of legiflation can be in 
à commercial country, to turn every huſ- 
bandman into a ſoldier, and the nation into 
one large garriſon, time will diſcover better 


than ſpeculation. Of the intention there 

can be no doubt. . 

Miniſters have long been in the habit of 
{hunnng 
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ſhunning all fair and manly diſcuſſion— 


equity or logic hold out to them no temp- 
tation, becauſe they could not be corrupted. 

The path of plain truth was too thorny for 
the tender feet of courtiers they ſhrunk 
with guilt and meanneſs from candid inveſ- 
tigation to the more pleaſant mode of cor- 
rupt and decided majorities. Tranſcendant 
boldneſs and open force have ſuperceeded 
all the old-faſhioned innovations of tyranny. 


The monſter no longer creeps, but ſprings. 


on our helpleſs rights with a degree of vio- 
lence that will further aſtomiſh the faculties 
of an indignant and long-ſuffering people. 

As a baſis, ſome pretence being thought 
- neceſſary to affect, for the introduction of 
this bill by miniſters, the daring attack on 


his Majeſty is held out as a foundation for 


an attack on our liberties, ſtill more dar- 
ing. But as this alone was not thought 
ſufficient for an attack of ſuch magnitude, 
another idea was aſſimilated to make the 

ound ſtronger; the meeting of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, October the 
26th. at Copenhagen Houſe, was moſt 
unwarrantably and maliciouſly affefed to be 
connected with the outrage offered to the 
Sovereign. Miniſters had no proof to bring 


forward 
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forward for the aſſertion; it was imagined, 
by them at leaſt, that any aſſumption, how -- 


ever groſs, would anſwer the purpoſe of 
deluſion, to agitate the public mind, and 


produce that tame acquieſcence to their 
views which they ſo long, and fo fatally for 
their country, have relied upon. 


Defied and challenged to produce their 


proofs, or any the leaſt proof of fo foul a 


calumny againſt the moſt numerous and 
moſt reſpectable body of gentlemen that 


ever adorned this country—no anſwer hath 
been given; ſullen and haughty filence is 


the only reply miniſters ſtoop to for ſo un- 
unjuſt and ſo well-timed a pretence ; th 
ſuppoſed that their ſrength did not reſt 
merely on argument or contrivance ; they 
well knew that they had a corps de reſerve, 


far more deciſive than logic or eloquence, 


and that a little ſtage effect was only neceſ- 


ſary to grace the ſcene and make the action 


paſſable. But I have one remark to make 
in this place of ſome moment to my fellow 


citizens, and more eſpecially as it hath not, 


to my knowledge, been made by any one 


during the preſent alarming © diſcuſſion. 
| Suppoſe, for argument, that the meeting at 


Copenhagen-Houſe, and the outrage com- 
mitted 
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mitted by the mob on his Majeſty, were 
connected; what ſtreſs ought reaſonably to 
be laid on this circumſtance? Muſt the 
liberties, the ſacred rights of a whole peo- 


ple be forfeited, becauſe a deſperate villain 


throws a {tone at the King's coach ? Can 
no leſs attonement be made than unhinging 

Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights, than 
totally deſtroying the rights of millions be- 
cauſe a pane of (glaſs is broken? curious 
reaſoning ! ! | Sue MarnwarinG and 
SACHEVERAL muſt be no more calumniat- 
ed for pleading the divine right of kings ! ! ! 


It is neceſſary to mention here, on ac- 


count of the pretence affected by miniſters, 


that on Monday the 26th day of October, 
a reſpectable body of gentlemen, known 
by the title of the London Correſponding 
Society, met at Copenhagen Houſe, to the 
amount of nearly two hundred thoutand 
members, tor the purpoſe of proſecuting 
their patriotic efforts for a Parliamentary 
Reform. On the following Thurſday, Oc- 
tober 29th, the day appointed for opening 
the prefent Seſſion of Parliament, his Ma- 
jeſty was groſſly and violently inſulted, both 
in going to and coming from the Houſe 
of Lords, by an immenſe rabble, rendered 
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deſperate by their want of employment and 
the proſpect of approaching famine. Not 
content with hifling and groaning to the 


moſt dreadful extreme, ſome ſtones were 


. thrown at the ſtate coach in which the King 
ſat, one of the glaſſes broken; and after 
the ceremony was over, and his Majeſty 


had returned to St. James's, the coach was 


partly demoliſhed by the mob. There is 


not the leaſt foundation for connecting tlie 
two ideas: they are as diſtinct and ſeparate 


as poſſible. The ſociety above mentioned, 


of the moſt reſpectable kind, upright and 
unſullied in its views and management 
meeting in every reſpect with the ſtricteſt 


decorum and good order, in exact confor- 


mity to the conſtitution of their country, 


and for the beſt of purpoſes; on the con- 


trary, the daring attack on the King was 
by a mixed rabble of all kinds, moſt pro- 


bably without deſign, and moſt unqueſtion- 


ably no more allied to the ſociety than light 
15 to darkneſs. 


On the following Sunday, November 1, 
and the ſucceeding days, ſeveral royal pro- 


clamations were publiſhed, reſpecting the 


CI 


outrage offered to his Majeſty, and againſt 


tumultary meetings. In theſe inſtruments, 
„ ſome 


— op AO 


= 22 


8 


2 33 


% 


1— m1 end o 


ʒ How. 8 


— k 


=» 


PLD 


1 1 } 


ſome broad infinuations were thrown out 


tending to mix in ſome degree of implica- 
tion, the ſoeiety and the rabble. 


In the courſe of the ſame week, Lord 


GRENVILLE laid a bill on the table of the 
Houſe of Lords, entituled, ** An act for 
the preſervation of his Majeſty' s perſon and 


government, againſt treaſonable and ſedi- 
tious practices and attempts;“ and a few 


days after this, Mr. P1rT brought a bill 
into the Houſe of Commons, for the more 
effectually preventing ſeditious meetings 
and aſſemblies. 

In the following remarks, I ſhall conſider 
theſe bills as one, they embrace the fame 
objects, tend to one point, and are only 
divided that the odium might not le too 


heavy on either miniſter. That introduced 


by Lord GrENviLLE affects to regard the 
perſon of the King, Mr. Pitt's all meet- 
ings of the people whatever ; but both bills 
are intended to raiſe one weapon for the 
fatal wound. I ſhall proceed to enumerate 


the principal clauſes of the bil, and then to 
the remarks. 


I. It is ſtated, that 1 5 0 are continued 


attempts to diſturb tlie tranquillity of the 


kingdom, by ſeditious pamphlet; and 
ſpeeches. 


II. That 
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II. That theſe practices tend to the 
overthrow of the laws, government, and 
the conſtitution. 

III. That all practices whatever, tend- 
ing to the hurt or damage of the perſon of 
the King, ſhall be puniſhed with death. 

VI. That all writing, printing, ſpeak- 
ing or preaching, tending any way to ex- 


cite or ſtir up hatred or diſlike to the per- 


ſon of the King or the Government, ſhall 
be puniſhed as in caſes of high miſdemea- 
nors. 


V. That on a ſecond conviction of bigh 


miſdemeanor, the offender ſhall be tranl- 


ported for the ſpace of ſeven years. 

VI. That no general public meeting 
ſhould be held without informing a civil 
magiſtrate of the time and place of meet- 
ing; and that the magiſtrate have power 
to be preſent. 


VII. That if the magiſtrate mould hear | 


any diſcourſe tending to ſur up the people 
to hatred or contempt of his Sov ereign, or 
conſtitution, he ſhall have power to ap- 
prehend the perſon ſo offending. 


* No. II. will be: geefed T ofro w, | Mori the 


18th Nov —and a Number will be ready every Morning 
daring the Diſcuſſion of ahe Bill, "Pe only 1d, 
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vil VIII. 7 HAT any obſtruction to 1 ma- 
wer giſtrate in the diſcharge of bis 
duty, ſhould be felony. 
= IX. That if it appeared to the magiſtrate 
p! that the meeting proceeded illegally, that 
or | he ſhould have the power of ud ing it 
ap- by proclamation. 
X. That all meetin ns held in private. 
II. Þ houſes, where diſcourſes were made, and 
money taken for admiſſion, ſhould be con- 
"the ; ſidered as diforderly, and liable to Proſecu- 
ning tion as ſuch. _ 


Mr. Pirr, in the ſ peech which introduced 
1B. 25 5 / 
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the Bill, made one of thoſe ſtrange aller 
tions which are common to him; he de- 
clared that the people prayed ardently for 
the meaſure: he might with equal pro- 
priety declare that they prayed ardently for 
the taxes, which he hath laid on fo libe- 
rally. A thouſand ſuch unſubſtantial de- 
. clarations coſt a man nothing, and mean as 
little : but to proceed— 

Firſt, The firſt and ſecond clauſes relate 
entirely to the preamble ; they contain 
much aſſertion, but no proof; there is no 
ſpecific ground taken but an abuſe of the 
adjectives, wicked, evil-diſpoſed, contempt 
of the King's perſon, and the preſent govern- 
ment. In the third clauſe, which relates 
to the further ſafety of the King's perſon, 
the laws at preſent exiſting are ſo numerous, 
and embrace every poſſible point that the 
human imagination can ſuggeſt for the 


caſe, that any addition muſt be, and are 


fully proved to be, ſuperfluous by the un- 
anſwerable arguments of Lord THURLOW, 
Mr. Fox, and a cloud of the moſt enlight- 

ened ſpeakers in each ſenate. _ 
Of the fourth, —The prominent feature 
in this alarming, clauſe is one of ſo very 
dreadful a nature, that moſt affuredly if a 
ſingle ſpark of honour and Das " 
indeec 


3 

fler- indeed of common juſtice, remains, they 
de- muſt revolt with horror at the abyſs which 
for this act holds out to the people. 

pro- It enacts, © that if any perſon or perſons 

y for I ſball by writing, printing, preaching, or 

Iibe- other ſpeaking, incite or fir up: the people 


de- to batred or diſlite of the eftablifhed govern-. 


in as MW meni—then he or they, on conviction, ſhall 
be liable to ſuch puniſhments as are inflict-- 
elate ¶ ed in caſes of high miſdemeanors !!] 
ntain Then moſt affuredly and moſt decidedly, 
s no) by this clauſe alone, ninety nine out of every 
the hundred of people throughout this devoted 
empt nat ion, men, women and children, will be 
vern- made traitors, and liable to puniſhment, as 
elates in caſes of high miſdemeanors. For clear 
>rſon, it is, that ſuch a proportion of the people 
rous, I utterly diſlike the men that compoſe, and 
it the the meaſures that are purſued by the pre- 
r  theſff] ſent government; and what they diflike and 
d are abbor, they muſt and they will fully expreſs 


ce un- to one another; and whatever they may 


LOW, impoſe ' to prevent ſuch diſcuſſion, will be 


light- like the fatal ſtrength of SAMPSON, pulling 


5 ruin on the heads of the inventors.” ; 
eature Let Mr. Pirr, let Mr Duxpass, liy 


very their hands on their hearts, and for once, 
y if a aulver the ns bn "I A e 

ty, or 
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Are not the laws in caſes of high treaſon 
and ſedition, already ſuſficient for every ne- 
ccflary purpoſe of protection to the chief 

magiſtrate and the conſtitution? 

Are not thoſe laws ſufficiently ſevere 
which condemned the unfortunate Mr. 
WINTERBOTTOM to four- years impriſon- 
ment in Newgate, for an inadvertant ex- 
Preſſion in an extempore {ermon ? 3 

What more ſeverity is or can be wanted, 
than the diſcretionary practice of all the 
crown lawyers, in AE IE with great ri» 
gor cvery little infringement of this law ? 

Has not every advantage been taken of 
words ſpoken in à drunken frolic, by the 
teſtimony of hired ſpies and informers, and 
numbers proſecuted to infinite damage and 
ruin? 

If mere diſlike, to. a man in power is to 
be made a crime, it will be expedient for 
Mr. Pirr and Mr. DunpDass, and many 
more of their colleagues, to publiſh a pe- 
riodical ſtatement of their principles for the 
time being; for it will now be neceſſary, by 
this act, for the nation to change theirs. as 


often, —if poſlible !—a man may elſe be a 


traitor, ED for holding the ſame prin- 


ciples a week or a 9 ſe private men 


5 | ever 
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ever feeling ſuch porverful inducetnents for 
inſtability of ſentiment as marks the public 
conduct of thoſe honourable gentlemen. 


Of the fifth clauſe, which on a ſccond. 


conviction condemns the offender to tran - 
portation for ſeven years, the powerful legal 
objections of the eminent Lord THURLO W 
have done away. The puniſhment is to be 


left to the diſcretionary power of the Crown - 


lawyer. The ſubje& will gain little by this! 
We have too many melancholy proofs of the 


horrid ſentences in caſes of ſedition; and 
it had been much better to have drawn the 


line ſpecifically. 1 | 
The four following clauſes, which relate 


to the interference of the magiſtrate in all 


public meetings, are framed with that art 


and dexterity which marks the whole con- 


duct of the inventors. How any diſcuſſion 
can take place with that freedom which the 
conſtitution ſo fully grants to the ſfubjeq, 
in the preſence of a horrid ſpy or ſpies, at- 
tended no doubt by a cloud of informers 
from Mr. REEVES's Academy, let com- 
mon ſenſe, let common honeſty determine. 
Mr. Prrr hath, under the maſk of regard- 


ing the conſtitution, deſtroyed it totally in 


this caſe; he hath left the people the li- 


berty - 
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; TON of walking on their in and Hejirived 
them of the ule of their : underſtandings, 
you may alemble, ſays he, but ſpeak if 
you dare; the Bill of Rights. permits you 
to meet, but I forbid you to ſpeak ; Mag- 
na Charta permits you to reſiſt in caſe of 
oppreſſion, but l order you to lie down 
quietly under them; it is true your inſtru- 
ments are ſtrong, the Bill of Rights and 
Magna Charta are powerful, but behold 
they vaniſh before me, any power muſt 
give way to greater, however : ſtrong they 
. were, they are now only remembered and 
fly before my omnipotente. I grant, ſays 
Mr. Pirr, that the Bill of Rights autho- 
rizes the people. to meet for the purpoſe of 
| petitioning ; ; let them meet, but the mo- 
ment my truſty eſquire perceives any thing 
which he diflikes, he ſhall declare it to be 
illegal, and diſperſe the aſſembly; if they 
reſiſt, they can be denominated petitioners 
or riotors at the option of a magiltrate. 
What infult! What mockery ! 0 
WILBER TORE thou haſt +truſted hy 
ſhining qualities where they are not ſafe 
thy mercy and goodneſs, thy great name is 
in danger by villainous company; thou 
| Aut, to the griet of every virtue, con- 
| * 


f 
racted ſome part of that ſoil which diſ- 


guiſes thy aſſociates!!I— Could you, Sir, 
he ſo decerved as to Uerlate in a certain aſ- 


2 that this bill did not invade the li- 
_ of the people, but that it tended.to 

_—_ eater lecurity? Do you imagine 
ecauſe your profeſſions are held ſacred by 
the world, that the people have it in their 


power to pay Mr. PIrr the ſame compli- 
ment ?—impoſſible ! hath he perſuaded 
you to ſupport this bill, and e you 


deen captivated by the ſyrens ſong ? alas, 


2 is the nature of honefty to be unſuſpect- 


be not deceived, by a man who bath 


hid out ten thouſand times as much of 
the public money to loſe his character and 
reputation, as you have of your own pro- 
perty honey and lat ſully acquired, to re- 


cord your virtue and munificence. 


to the ſubject the right of petitioning ? 
Can they — this right without meet- 
ing for the purpoſe of proper communica- 


tion? Is. it not neceflary that ſuch meet- 


ing ſhould be unmoleſted ? ? And can you, 


Sir, or any man in his ſenſes, declare ho- 
neſtly that this part of the clauſe does not 
invade this right.; and by the manner of 


the 
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the invaſion deſtroy it? Is it not obvious, 
however induſtriouſſy miniſters and their 
abettors ſtruggle to diſguiſe and gloſs the 
plain fact, that the right in queſtion is not 
only invaded and deftroyed, but moſt ab- 
ſolutely meant by miniſters to be deſtroyed. 
And when it is too late the people of Eng- 
land will find fatally the meaning of the act 
when the outline is filled up by the Crown 
lawyers ; when they lee the picture finiſhed 
in that tone of colouring which in the pre- 
ſent criſis, the vicious artiſts who framed it, 
_ endeavour to hide by a thouſand jefuiſtical 
falkehoods. Can that meeting be free 
where a magiſtrate attends as inſpector ge- 
neral, armed with numerous ſpies, officers, 
perhaps a military force—armed with diſ- 


cretionary and coercive powers, to ſtop pro- N 


ceedings, to diſperſe the aſſembly, to ap- 
prehend, to treat thoſe who meet as rioters 
_ — What follows—military execution; ci- 
tigen ſhedding the blood of citizen, and 
converting that peaceable and conſtitutional 
meeting into a ſcene of blood. That 
Lord GAEN VILLE and Mr. PitT mean to 
induce theſe horrors I do not pretend to 


ay; but I do fay that their Bills moſt un- 


equivocally involve ſuch conſequences, and if 
0” C that 
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That 


chat this part of the than inſpires very lit- 

tle reverence for their wiſdom or humanity, ' 
their hearts or underſtandings. For why: 
ſhould the public be liable to ſuch dreadful 
conſequences, unleſs it be to hold a threat 
over their heads; and for what? for meet- 
ing under the ſanction of that conſtitution 


hich miniſters have ſo often invaded; for 


ver intoxicated by power, ever even in ſpe- 
ulation: attempted to deſtroy at any former 
eriod. Had Lord GRENVILLE and the 
INISTER come forward like gentlemen, 
and declared at once what every body 


knows to be the fact, that they meant to 


take the nation. by ſurprize, to burry the 


Bills through the Houſes, to take advan- 


age of every trifle, and even create them 
or the purpoſe, ſome degree of guilty 
andor, ſomething like honeſt aſſurance, 
ad been preferable to unmanly and deſpi- 
able affectation. 

But the graſs hath been made to ſhoot 
around the ſnake with matchleſs ſkill and 
lexterity ; not a ſingle blade is diſplaced ; 


nd it requires tolerable optics to perceive 
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enjoying unmoleſted an invaluable. right {a 
many centuries, and which no adminiſtra- 
tion, however arbitrary; no tyrant, haws 
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it wills 
diſplay all its noxious nen and let 
Iooſe its venom. 


. 


national juſtice. 
wehich ſtates that if the magiſtrate ſhall 
hear any diſcourſe tending to ſtir up the 


tred or contempt” of the 


period. of | its cLiftance what Length 
ow to ; but the crown lawyers will 


at this 


Though the comedy was properly found: 
ed on one entire action, it was divided into 


two parts, for the greater eaſe of the per- 


formers ; or that too much applauſe might 
not be beſtowed: upon one; beſides which, 


. the cataſtrophe is kept behind, and poſſibly 
that kind of eelat may attend the exit 
of Mr. Pirr and Lord GRENVILLE, as 


is agreeable to the laws of poetical or of 
That part of the clauſe 


people to hatred or contempt of his Sove- 


reign or of the. conſtitution, he ſhall have 


Power to apf renend the Person ſo offend- 
ing. 
As to the attempt of flürring up the ha. 


ſon of the Sovereign; it is ſufficient to de- 


dlare here, that the perſonal virtues of his 

Majeſty guard him, even from the poſſibi-· 
Mary it it was attempted in the way miniſ- 
ters inſinuate. Now the fact happens to be, 
_ that miniſters e e have actually 


gone 
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ople to the per- 
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gone very far beyond mere attempt, for, as 


p 
1 tar as 11 them lay at leaſt, by their abo- 
7 


blood and treaſure, the ruin of our com- 


- merce, decreaſe of our revenue, addition 
o Ito our taxes, and the prodigious increaſe 
Jof our national debt, with other 7rifling 
it errors - they have ſucceeded to admiration 


1, Iin ſtiring up as much hatred to a virtuous 
ly Prince, as if they had actually conſpired 
it againſt him. Yet they muſt talk of at- 
as tempting —of what they have and are 
of every hour convicted of perpetrating. . 
e Another part of the fact is, that when 
all they talk, not only in the act but out of 


he the act, ſo continually of the great good 


re- they bear their Sovereign, and how dread- 


minable nuſmanagement, prodigal waſte of 


—— 
” 18 
* 4 4 


ve ful it is to ſtir up hatred or contempt againſt 


d- im — the whole nation believe, with me, 

they mean themſelves /—here lies the malady 
ha. —and, unluckily, the moſt incurable part 
er-Fof it; it is not for the Sovereign they are 
ſo ſolicitous, but themſelves they are ſo 


histender of; they thrive by the actual cauſe 


ib1-Yof that hatred they affect to fear on his 
nil-Yaccount, and whoever or whatever ſuffers, 
be, King or People, they will perpetuate theſe 
allyYhorrid and ſyſtematical abuſes which my 
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g Air up the people to complain, not of theit 


Sovereign, nor of the conſtitution, for they 


to pry, 


poſe. What every magiſtrate who 
pride, education, and dignity of a Bri. 


requiſition is 2 


the 
ton, muſt revolt at; 


revere both, but of miniſters. 


If the magiſtrate ſhall hear any diſcourſ⸗ 
tending to ſtir up hatred or contempt, &c. 
What a power is here veſted in a magi- 
ſtrate a man not always enlightened; a 
man who muſt attend on purpoſe to watch, 


and to betray what he hears !— 
odious taſk What no gentleman will ever 


rform, and what. no gentleman would im- 


the- 


poſſeſſes 


8 groſs inſult to the magiſtracy, and 


important duty, 


rhaps 


meant to degrade the commiſſion 
keel at the ſame time that the nation are 
degtaded; perhaps intended to drive men 
of character and conſequence from a moſt 
that the vacancies may be 
filled up by a detachment from penſionet 
REEYES'sNH; theſe will be more ſubſervient 
than gentlemen can be, and every way bet - 
ter calculated by their inftruftor to 5 777 


the part of ſpies, informers, betrayers of al 


ſocial order and intercourſe, readers of the 
riot act, and the reſt of a duty utterly im 


- poffible to a mind habi 
e. r Py ; 


ated to honor anc 


But 
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cURSORY REMARKS 


ON TEE 


CONVENTION BILL. 


No. III. 
TO BE CONTINVED EVERY MORNING 
DURING THE DISCUSSION, 


Price only One Penny. 


Priated and ſold by ]. DavenreoRrt, No. 6, Little Ca- 


tharine · ſtreet, Strand, London. 


Bun the the bulk of ws orievance will 1 


not chat the magiſtrate hears or ſees, 
but what he will previouſly be inſtructed to 


object to! ! The magiſtrate, no longer ve- 


ncrable for thoſe qualities which command 


reſpect and obedience, will dwindle at once 


by the magic touch of thoſe conjurors, Mr. 
PITT and Lord GRENVILLE, into a baſe, 


contemptable, ſuborned ſpy and traytor, too 
abhorred for pity—and too worthleſs for 


contempt I really do not like to be mali- 
cious, but I cannot but with, that the next 
p C | time 
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time thas equally able and upright magi- 
ſtrate, Mr. MAainwarixG, delivers a charge 
to a bench of worſhips, that he will move 
the Bench to return ſuch thanks for the high 
Honours conferred on the magiſtracy as they 
- deſerve, and in ſuch a ſtrain as may become 
the dignity ot all parties. | 
Mr. MAIRWARING, who is a conſtant 
and regular adviſer of reipect and profound 
diference to that ſacred power which confers 
benefits, will prove to the bench that they 
are not degraded, but exalted |! that the bull 
18 not meant LO diſgra ace put to honour them 
—that though they wilt become vile inſti u- 
ments of power, they will become the more 
olorions ; and, finally, though the upright 
honeſt magiſtrate is funk into a pandor and 
a ſpy that yet that the office of a tho- 
rough-paced courtier, like charity, will co- 
ver a multitude of fins and diſgraces! If 
vfter all, through perverſeneſs and ob tinacy, 
they remain unconvinced, he may quote 
that Right Reverend Prelate, who has 
equally wiſely and conſtitutionally declared, 
that the people have no bunnets with th 
laws but to obey them ! And in like man- 
ner the Bench, who are a part of the peo- 
ple, have no buſineſs with the charge but 
to obey it. 
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But to return will any man pretend to 
| fay, that this bill, which arms the magiſtrate 
with difcretipnary powers; Which ſays, that 
if the magiſtrate hears any thing which 
| tends to ſtir up hatred or conten apt, be {hall 
| have power to apprehend the perſon ſo of- 
] fending, doth not in fact entirely do ed 


the fifth article of the Bill of Rights? 
For, is it not clear to a demonftration, that 
| the magiſtrate muſt come 1n a hoſtile form, 
that he will have two powerful motives for 
acting paritolly, intereſt and inſtruction. 
2 Kin every ſyſtematical government, the firſt 
= article of its creed is implied palſive obedi- 
e Fence to all its ſubordinates; the ey all look 


it up with cager £5 es to that | JOWer Whie h can 
d raiſe them higher and! higher, 11 1115 aniwers 
- Ithe double purpoſe of gaining panders and 
0 Paraſites on the one Bau, and of gratis ying 


It Pn the other, every degree of jordid avarice 
J, Þnd a luit of 5 and al! thoſe paſſions 
te hich, by their iyitem, are ſo artfully made 
"as Nh act confiſtenily for the great cauſe of 
d, pppreſſion. 

he As J have mentioned a certain Prelate 
an- bove, I ſhall leave my remarks on the bill, 


eo- P attend a moment to his Lordi! hip; every 
out ing ; Which c drops trom eminent men is en- 
we dice 
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E 
titled to reſpect and to notice; and the 

alarming expreſſion uſed by his Lordſhip 
requires particular obſervation. The reader 
will pleaſe to recollect, that mv firſt page, 
by its title, permits me to digreſs ; and 
without loſing fight of my object, I ſhall 
remark occaſionally as well on the bill itſelf, 
as the different ſpeakers. This will enliven 


my ſubject by variety, the importance of 


the actors in this great criſis confidered ; and 
as what falls from the ipeakers tends imme- 
cliately to the point, will afford much elo- 
quence and illuſtration. 


N is highly curious to obſerve how 


ſtrangely and how inadvertantly men may 
loſe themſclves; a dignified prelate declared 
in the House of Lords a few days ſince, 
s that the people had no buſineſs with the 
laws but to obey them.“ If the people for 
whom the laws are made, have no bufine!s 
with thein but that blind and ſlaviſh obe- 
dience pointed ont to them, it is plain 


what they are to expect; no care, no hu- . 


manity, no moderation is to be expected 
from thoſe legiſlators, who hold the ſame 
pious doctrine with his Lordſhip. Howe— 
ver violent or ſanguine, however cruel or 
arbitrary, wacther the Majeſty of the tyrant 
. 3 dt HENRY 
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| HexrY the Eighth, or that of his amias 
| ble daughters, whether the contemptible 
| pedantry of IAM Es or the jure divini of 
| his fon CHARL Es, is prevalent, they muſt 
| be obeyed Are the innocent martyrs to be 
burned in Smithfield ? Yes ; the laws muſt 
| be obeyed—Mulſt HENRY the Defender 
of the Faith have two wives at a time, 
| three times over during his retgn—Yes—the 
laws muſt be obeyed—Suppoie my Lord, 
| the laws ſhould happee to be cruel, un- 
| conſtitutional and oppreflive, it is no mat- 
ter, they muſt be obeyed. The curfew of 
tyrant WiLLIAM—the dreadful wars which 


ſo continually harneſs the ſuffering world 
the accumulations of public burthens—the 
blunders, the vices, every abomination muſt 
be ſanctioned by that worſe than Turkiſh 
flavery held out by the Reverend Prelate 
in one ſhort ſentiment, the uttering of 
which, would confer infamy on an Hot» 
tentot. 

If a law ſhould paſs to do ſome lingering 
juſtice to the poor ſuffering clergy, who are 
luxuriating on twenty or thirty pounds a 
year, while his lordſhip and partners are 
ſtarving on ſo many thouſands—how dread- 
ful it would ſound in the holy ears of their 

Lordſhips 
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Convention Bill; 


neſs and equally to be admured, 


11 


Lordſhip: to inform them that the laws mul 


be oveyed—they would then probably diſ- 
cover ſome intereſt in that inquiry, ſome 


right to inſpect thoſe laws which would at- 
fect themſelves, and which is totally denied 


the people by this execrable ſentiment. 
But it is proper ſuch Tips are made now i 
and then, that the people may ſee how they 
are like to be governed; I could wiſh moſt 


cordially that ftatelmen would come torward 


and diſplay themſelves at full length, that 
we might ſee and judge of the coloring at 
once; a long peruſal is commonly painful, 
and ſeldom ſatisfactory. 
hand it may be contended that his Lordſhip 
{ſpoke with uncommon propriety, that his 
inſtructions might bear him out; and that 
the bluſhing fruit of his oration ſhould bear Er 
ſtrict analogy to its excellent radix, theſſc 
in this point of view, one 
1s perplexed to find out which is moſt to be 
but IÞc 


approved of, the tree or the fruit ; 


muſt obſerve, that if the - tree is likely to 
bear ſuch vile fruit I muſt. honeſtly declare 
that it were better for the nation that theft 
tree were hewn down and caſt into the fire! 
Mr. Dunpass, hath with much happr- 
rivaled 
the 


On the other! 


the above reverend prclate 5 in boldneſs of 
- expreſſion; he declares that the Convention 
„e Bill is deſired by the majority of the na- 
f- & tion!!! How, or by what means, in or out 
d I of nature, by what magic or legerdemain 
Mr. DunDAss can pretend to know the ſen- 
i I timents of the majority of the nation, on a 
ey ſubject they ſcarce have yet heard of, he diſ- 
t dains to inform us; but it is not neceſſary, 
rd he underſtands the ſentiments of a majority 
| ſomewhere elſe, that will anſwer his purpoſe 
| infinitely better; I would not adviſe either 
Mr. DunDass or his fellow laborer Mr. 
Pitt, to be ſolicitous about the majority 
of the nation, they would find it too n- 
Manageavie, too numerous to be corrupted, 
and too indignant not to ſpurn with honeſt 
rage thoſe who thrive on the ruin of this 
country by every ſpecies of political proſti- 
tution. How Mr, DuxDass, could dare 
to make ſo unqualified a declaration is in- 
conceivable, it is alarming from ſuch a 
man, ſo employed, ſo connected and ſup- 
ported, and inclines one to the ſuppoſition 
that mere power ſets a man above the 
common forms of manners and veracity ; 
that falſehoods may be uttered without a 
bluſh; ; impudent aflertions. outrage poſſibi- | 
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be oveyed—they would then probably diſ- 


cover ſome intereſt in that inquiry, ſome 


Tight to inſpect thoſe laws which would at- 
fect en es and which is totally denied 


the people by this execrable ſentiment. 


But it is proper ſuch feen are made now 


and then, that the people may ſee how they 


are like to be governed; I could with moſt 
cordially that ſtateſmen would come forward 


and diſplay themſelves at full length, that 
we might fee and judge of the coloring at 
once; a long peruſal is commonly painful, 
and ſeldom ſatisfactory. | 
hand it may be contended that his Lordſhip 
ſpoke with uncommon propriety, that his 
inſtructions might bear him out; and that 
the bluſhing fruit of his oration ſhould bear 8 
ſtrict analogy to its excellent radix, theſc 
in this point of view, one 
is perplexed. to find out which 1 15 moſt to be 
but II 


Convention Bill ; 


approved of, the tree or the fruit; 


muſt obſerve; that if the tree is likely to 
bear ſuch vile fruit I muſt. honeſtly declare 
that it were better for the nation that the 
and caſt into the fire! 
Mr. DunpDass, hath with much happt- 
rivaled 
the 
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the above reverend prelate in boldneſs of 
expreſſion; he declares that the Convention 
Bill is defired by the majority of the na- 
tion!!! How, or by what means, in or out 
of nature, by what magic or legerdemain 
Mr. Do xp ass can pretend to know the ſen- 
timents of the majority of the nation, on a 
ſubject they ſcarce have yet heard of, he diſ- 
dains to inform us; but it is not neceſſary, 
he underſtands the ſentiments of a majority 
| ſomewhere elſe, that will anſwer his purpoſe 
| infinitely better; I would not adviſe either 
Mr. DunDAss or his fellow laborer Mr. 
PITT, to be ſolicitous about the majority 
of the nation, they would find it too un- 
his N nanageable, too numerous to be corrupted, 
and too indignant not to ſpurn with honeſt 
rage thoſe who thrive on the ruin of this 
country by every ſpecies of political proſti- 
How Mr, Dur pass, could dare 
to make ſo unqualified a declaration is in- 
t II conceivable, it is alarming from ſuch a 
man, ſo employed, fo connected and ſup- 


ported, and inclines one to the ſuppoſition 
that mere power ſets a man above the 
common forms of manners and veracity; 
that falſehoods may be uttered without a 


bluſh.; impudent aſſertions outrage poſſibi- 


lity ; 
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lity ; and ſurmiſe, however remote of proof 


aſſume the appearance of argument. 

But Mr. DuxDass, who is unqueſtiona- 
bly a fy man, never fond of coming for- 
forward but when neceſſitated, perhaps 


alluded to a very common practice, and 


only meant, by a majority of the nation; 
thoſe addreſſes, which, no doubt, and 
which he and Mr. Pirr well know, will 
pour in from all quarters, to ſolicit the 
paſſing-of this bill into a law. It is of no 
manner of conſequence for a nation to 
know any thing of a law, but by the 
ſtripes which it will inflict ; it is the buſi- 


neſs of the people to obey implicitly; this 


oſtentatious diſplay of court addreſſes, de- 
ludes no longer: it ſerves the innocent 


pufpoſe of knighting many country gentle- 
men, making pleaſant journies, and wor- 
ſhoping the court. But yet, it hath a 
worſe tendency, it gives ſome ſanction to 
ruinous meaſures, raiſes the pride of men 
in power, and appears ſomething like a col - 
lected ſenſe of a people, who God bleſs iþ 
imn 
thei 
mee 
man 
inſtrument 


them, are moſt probably, nineteen in twenty 
utterly ignorant of the whole matter. 

It is a trick, the produce of ſtate craft, 
Mr. Duxpass, and the miniſters fit at the 
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nſtrument, the power of which, extend 
to the remoteſt corners of the nation, and 
addreſſes are their vibrations. They are not 
the ſenſe of the nation, but reſpond to the 
touch of the maſter who plays; whatever 
key is touched, produces its corr eſpondent 
Found, and like HaMLET's pipe, diſcourſes 
moſt eloquent muſic to the ears of courtiers. 
They thus ſound the nation ſrom the higheſt 
to the loweſt note, partially as they pleaſe; 
hug themſelves in the conceit, and boaſt of 
a proficiency in the ſcience that depends 
more upon harmony than trick, abounding 
in concord, and infinitely ſweeter than the 
eternal diſcord, occaſioned by their unſkil- 
fulneſs. 
| through? endleſs ſubdiviſions, to every petty 
| conſtable in the nation; every country 
town of any note hath its Lord; all Lords 
Lieutenants of counties, Sheriffs, Majeſ- 
| trates are appointed by the head; in moſt 
| caſes named and appointed, and being /6 
created are all bound to worſhip their crea- 
| tors. It matters not, whether they are 
immediately directed or not, they all know 
their duties, and obey implicitly; country 
meetings are called, my lord, or ſome great 
man takes the chair, {miles gracioufly, 


Power extends from its head 


makes 
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and as Cass1vs ſays in Shakeſpeare, 7 10 
they would do, though CASAR ſhould 


Partiſan of a corrupt junto, a convicted 
penſioner, coming forward when called 
upon, for the purpoſe of ſmuggling ſigna - 
tures to a pretended loyal addreſs, poſting 


Wonder may ccale, Beſides this indepen- 


TT 4 
makes a ſpeech, propoſes a loyal addref, 


and his vaſſals, tenants, inn-Keepers, pub, 
licans, all ſtand in duteous rows to ſign, 


ent g 
ppear 
le al 
eat / | 
anie ; 
raviſh their mothers.” ng abe 

I cannot but obſerve here, that prepara. Nublic 
tory to theſe county vibrations, the game pro 
is ſtarting in the metropol ia; out of relpect ITT! 
I fuppole, Mr. Rezvzs hath opened his cor 


parade at the Crown and Anchor, ſum-NrWwar 


moned his {pies and informers, vaſſals and hs 1. 
dependants about him, drilling his recruits, We c 
and preparing tor attack The dar: og et- Henn. 
frontery of a man, the. open and avowed ſer r 
pot 
eans 
obe 
JS 
the 
Cat 


lt. E 


up invitations an every wall, without a 
name, and other quggling tricks, which this 
gentleman's genius is apt at; are too well 
known to need a comment; the groſsneſs, 

the aſſurance of this in a known penſioner, 
might have amazed mankind formerly, but 
ſince the divine right of kings hath been 


ſubſtituted far the good of mar kind, all 


dent 


13 
nt gentleman's loyal exertions, which it 
Pears on moſt brick walls, ere indefatiga- 
e and ſtrenuous ; notwithſtanding his 


rat} raodeſty in commonly omitting his 
2838 3 an infinite deal of influence is work= 


vg above and under ground, to prepare the 


ublic mind for thoſeextenfive j Joys, and that. 
pproved freedom, which it appears, Mr. 
Ar r in his bill, holds ſo facred ; eyery twig 
corruption is held in requiſition to come 
ward and ſign loyal addreſſes. Prodigi- 
us numbers in Weſtminſter particularly 
e obligated to obey the call, to hallow 

e Rica! white we nd of office, or be for 
er ruined. No breath, no whiſper of 
poſition mutt be heard, what the bill 
eans is nothing to them, their buſineſs 1s 
obey it; they muſt give up the faculties 
eyrs ; and ea rs, and the reſt of their ſenſes 
their employers, neceſſitated by their 


Ir, PrtT, indulging in that favorite figure 
beech, called ſheer, to which he ſo of- 
n reſorts in his orations; intended to be 
aiant at the expence of Mr. Fox, by 
Ming that the meeting of the electors of 
eftminſter, at which Mr. Fox ſo ably 
ehded, received large reinforcements from 
Copenhegen, 


Weations to become mere autometons.— 
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tance | Would ſuch a reinforcement do le 


penſions, to thoſe honeſt reapers EL L Tor an 


ever ſingly ſuſtained a falling empire to e 


venture to allude to fact or to truth, th 


ferent advocates; falſehood, affectatio 


1 
Copenhegen—Well, Sir, what then; wh 


inference can you draw from this circum: 


honor to that reſpectable meeting than th 
reinforcement which attended you when yo! 
held out the golden harveſt of places an 


WixnDHAM,: when that numerous detach 
ment of patriots ſunk under their fatigu 
in the cauie of the people, and fled, baſe) 
fled, from the moſt confummate general th; 


upſtart pretender to taQtics—a child of fea 
who never marches to battle, unleſs h 
cowardice is protected by decided numbe 
Unfortunate Prrr, for heavens ſake, ney 


Prints 


are thy conſtant enemies, thou canſt 
bribe them into thy ſervice, they alwi 
frown on thee, thou muſt rely on very d 
but 
that 
elf, 
boſſe 
affect 
open, 


and diſguiſe of ſentiment, will ſerve ti 
cauſe in a manner more congenial to tl 
nature. Beſides what I have obſerved, the 
is another material idea in the buſind 
which remains to be explained! granti 
that the Weſtminſter meeting was ſuppororan 


ed 1 in the manner Mr. Pirr inſinuates, wy 
e 
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W * a 8 EY not invited 


L 
wil by intereſt or deluſion, not at the 
ry d lacrtfice of every thing manly or reſpectable, 


atio hut the honeſt, the ſpontaneous effort of 
e tl 
Oo th 
„ the 
ine 
rant! 
1PP0 
ates, 


elf, many years fiace affected, but never 
ofleſled; and hath ſince not only ceaſed to 


open, avowed, enemy and traytor to all his 
ormer profeſſions. 
emptible ſhifts to which Mr. Pi r is redu- 
0 ed, 18 40 8 excite and ſtir up” à clamour 


asg 


4 
* ” of f 


that real patriotiſm, LEE Mr. Pier him 


affect; but on the contrary became the 


One of the many con- 
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be, the tenth part of the power to hurt: 


Pi r T; for true it is that he is more behol 
den to our Gallic neighbour for his rule ot 


ſyſtem of eſpionage, diſguiſe, and oppreſſion 


_ .abuſing his benefactors, the more effectu 


Mr. Pitr, is actually friendly or hoſtile te 


gentleman, that he is hoſtile, and any mat 
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againſt what he calls French principles; this | obe 
he doth to conceal his own; it is an artifice, long 
a pretence to {ct the people gaping one way Imy: 


while he and his worthy coadjutors laugh at aſſe 


their credulity, and profit by their felt ber 


French principles have not, if they wer mut 
what Mr. Pr affects to deſcribe them ta; eye 


fact: 
ſthe 

Mr. 
been 
VIC 
0 J. 
und 


erm 
is imitated in the cloſeſt manner imaginablſppe 


from the odious old French governmenthe 
and he is artfully and inceſſantly engaged ike} 
ed E 
ibly 
ome 
eir 
ools 
ircu 
40% t. 


ing, 


nation which his principles and practice poſ. 
ſeſs; I am not the advocate of French prin. 
ciples, for if 1 were, I ſhould admire Mr, 


conduct, than to any other {ource ; hi 


ally to conceal the obligation. Whethe 


the French Convention, I muſt leave to ki 
own conſcience ; af he will declare as 


in England, not a placeman or penſfione! 
or de in the large crowd of hungry cou! 


expectants, will believe him, I will hs edit 


r to digeſt the difficulty, 7 reſt 
| ob - 


19 J 
thuß ſober ſadneſs I muſt. obſerve, that after ſuck- i 
ce, long acquaintance, neither the nation or 
wayß myſelf have much bufineſs with-any of his 
0 alſhaffertions; whatever he aſſerts, and whate- 
tle ver his numerous forces abet, on this point, 
vermuſt in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
1 tqqeye be contradicted by that long train of 
aas which prove to a demonſtration, by 
the great ſucceſs of the French arms, that 
Ir. Pirr, by defign, or by accident, hath. 
een the greateſt friend to the French cauſe 
mich they could poſſibiy deſire. I have 
o leiſure in this place to analyze this idea, 
ind to go into the caſe fully, as the lawyers 
erms it, but ſhall take it up at a better 
pportunity, Mr. PirT. hath ſneered at 
the number that attended Mr. Fox, ho-- 
ry and ſpontaneoully ; J have 8 
ed his laugh, with his practice, ſhewn for- 
ibly the diſtinction between thoſe who 
ome forward voluntarily in the moment 
eir deareſt rights are invaded, and thoſe 
ools of power who are obligated by local 
ircumſtances, to. ſign addrefies by compul- 
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ionen towards the ſupport of the moſt appal- | 

cOU'ling, the moſt. calamitous invaſion ever 0 

ny!Mneditated by intoxicated and inſulting op- oh 

1 reſhon.. Beſides, there is another difference If 
0 a 


moſt "i 
Wo | 
"of | | 


moſt materially to be conſidered; theſt i 


pf the Metropolis, make a noble diſplay of 
- capitals and titles, poſſeſs all the Hh of 
o nſequence, without the fubſtance ; ſound- 
ing in words, a garland for courtiers, but 
of numbers, eſpecially thoſe manufactured 
getic, uncourtly compoiitions, called peti- 
cited, maniſeſtations of the ſenſe and opini- 
on of a nation, have ſignatures of countleſs 
proves beyond a contradiction, the palpable 
and eſſential difference between the dignity 
A ſingle petition. from Scotland, preſented 
than all the court-tabricated, well-{cented, 
addreſſes which have been praſtrated at 


Court for halt a century!!! 


fications requiſite to excite a gracious re- 


1 40 


fulſome addrefſes, delightful and fragrant | 
ſpecimens of which now lie in ſeveral parts 


commonly weak and contemptible in point 
in the country; whereas thoſe manly, ener-Itl 
tions, which are the only genuine, unfoli- 


thouſands, and all thoſe vigorous marks of 
an honeft and legitimate origin, which 


of nature, and the poverty of court-cratt, 


by Mr. SHERIDAN, to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, contained more voluntary fignaturaſſo 


That petition boaſted none of the quali 


ception, it had not any of the fragranceſor 


inſpire | 


1 * 
\eſe inſpired by court cultivation. No, fellow 
ant citizens, that memorable petitition in the 
arts noble garb of truth and energy, prayed for 
ol ſa reſtoration of the peoples rights ! its lan- 
» of guage was manly, dignified, and patriotic f 


nd- its ſentiments flowed from the heart! it 


but vas founded on vzcorrupted nature!!! Alas, 
oint how was it received !--It was not received, 
it was only preſented, to be conſigned, with 


;-Merave of infulting oblivion ! ! ! N 
Mr. Prrr, hath often boaſted, in that 
ſtrain of ſelf- congratulation, which is com- 


hich he and hrs received from addreſſes; 
and about two years ſince, alluding to 
hem, he with much exultation exclaimed, 


ion, meaning thoſe artificial court addreſ- 
es which he certainly dal icipated with ſin- 
gular propriety; not unlike the anticipati- 
on of a young married man, of the ap- 
plauſe he expects nine months after the 
happy union; the ſimile will hold good fo 
far as the common courſe of effect and cau- 
uali-ſes, though for the reſt, the virgin ſtoiciſm 
s re. Jof Mr. Pirr forbid the reſemblance. I 
rancefonly mean by the figure, to intimate the 


ſpire 
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non with him, of that ſtrength and ſupport 
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loving union between the creator, and the 


creature, the more than conjugal felicity of 


the political ſtate, bleſſed by holy biſhops, 


and the ſtrength of thoſe bands of which 
addreſſes are the blooming offspring. Laſtly 
of addreſſes, ſo far from being in the leaſt 
the expreſſion, or ſenſe, in the ſmalleſt de- 
. gree of a people; they are no more moſt 
commonly, that the EXPRESSION and 
' SENSE of the miniſters, obtruded imper- 
tinently into all the ſhires and counties, by 


gentle Roſencraus and Guildenſtiern, by 


IJ ord OxsLow, and Mr. WINDHAM, &c. to 
receive thoſe marks and flamps of vaſſallage, 
which is always paid by ruſtic credulity to Wr: 


the imperious commands of its tyrants. 


There is beſides the buſtle in Weſtminſter, 


the arts, the activity, of miniſters, the 


perpetual orders, meſſages, and infolent i 
commands, ſent to placemen and penfio- 
ners, ſhopkeepers and dependents of every 


deſcription ;. not forgetting Mr. REExEs, 


who may be called, Mr. Pi r's recruiting na 


ſerjeant, or crimp, for the purpoſe of rai- 


ſing a royal regiment of ſpies, informers, 


traytors, and perjurors. Beides this for- 


: midable array, drawn up in battalia, to 


— the bill; war orders are {ent to the 
| city 


as fervently almoſt as to God. 


11 


city of London, to ſummon Mr. Lvsn- 


INGTON and his brother alderman from their 


| turtle, to ſupport Mr. Pitr, and obey all 
his commands. Alderman ANDERSON hath 
conſulted the turnpike-man at Holloway, 
and made his report in the Houte of Com- 


mons. 


It may be of ſome importance to ſociety 
at the preſent momentous criſis, to notice 


in the moſt particular manner, the conduct 


of every gentleman delegated by his coun- 
try to diſcharge the ſacred truſt of a repre- 
ſentative; it is at ſuch a period an the 


reſent, that the ſenator eſtabliſhes his cha- 


tacter as a man, and as a citizen, either ſinks 
to infamy or gains the applauſe of his 
country, A {ſenator ſhould hold up to 


continnal view one ſole point, one object 


hould guide him ; the public good alone, 


muſt be the Polar tar; from which he muſt 


never vary, and to which he muſt incline 
It is a diſ- 
mal truth, that the tendency of our ſenators 
s of a different kind, from one infirmity 
or other, they find very different objects 
or their prayers, and are commonly more 
ond of a bird in the hand, than two in the 


huſh, which ſhould even promiſe immorta- 
-- | — * | 
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lity. Preſent gain or pleaſure is flattering, 
they bow their knee to Baar or Mr. PI Tr, 
and gratify their intereſt by the ſacrifice of 
their honor and all thoſe important obliga- 
tions, which they commonly promiſe to 
obſerve, and which are always implied whe- 
ther promiſed or not by their election. 1 
am led to this reflection by the ſtrange 
conduct of Mr. Lusnixcron and Mr, 
ANDERSON, members for the City of Lon- 
don, relative to the Convention Bull. 
There is an accidental importance ſome- 
times not depending upon nature or ac- 
quirement, but from tome circumſtance 
which gives weight another way; thus the 
City of London is often the leader for many 
of the ſhires and counties; it is looked up 
to for imitations, as the metropolis of the 
nation, as poſſeſſing the moſt importance 
and grandeur, wealth and conſequence. 
And it happens that this ſuperior luſtre 
adorns an Alderman with rays of light that 
he is perhaps totally unconſcious of; and i 
moſt kindly receives that reſpect as paid to 181 
himſelf, which indeed, is actually meant for 
that noble city, which hath inadvertantly 
made him a repreſentative. Thus it hap- 
n when Mr. Pirr or Mr. DuxDpass, 
bow 


nce 
the 
any 

up 
the 
nce 
ACC. 
{tre 
that 
and 
1 to 
t for 
ntly 
hap- 
AS5g 
bow 


for fear of loſing their licences, 


E409 71 


| bow reſpectfully to an Alderman of Lon- 


don, the reſpect 1s paid to the great empo- 
rum ; London 1s the object, the Alder- 


man only the agent, uſed in an optical ſenſe, 
as an inſtrument eaſily ſeen through; as in 
| aſtronomy, but in this inſtance” certainly 
for purpoſes below the ſtars. 
olf the conduct of theſe worthy Aldermen, 

that they have, according to the taſhion of 


the times, been actuated by pozwerful mo- 
| tives. 


Much about the time that Mr. 
PiTT had anticipated the arrival of thoſe 
addreſſes, which he had ſent down to every 


county in every ſtage-coaeh for ſignature : 


that truſty and puiſſant knight, Mr, SAx- 


| DERSON, was equally well employed ; as 


active as bis expectation required him to be; 
as buſy in thruſting himſelf impertinently 


into different tap-rooms, to the diſturbance | 
of his felloww creatures, the annoyance of 


much innocent converſation, and the hurt 
of many publicans, who dare not complain 
Every viſit 
Sir JaMEs made was the ſame day or 
evening, the ſure fore-runner of ambling to 
Downing-ſtreet or to Somerſet-place, to 
report pr rozreſs, and record what windmills 
he had overturned ; and what ſeditious 
Bann 


Fd 


I muſt remark 
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giants he had flain. Miniſters applauded | 
his matchleſs proweſs, exhorted him to | 
purſue the path 121 glory, to be patient and 


perſevering, and that he could not poſſibly 


fail of that Honor and advancement, which | 


was due to ſuch diſtinguiſhed valour and. 


heroic virtue. Inflamed with zeal fo difin- 
tereſted, he reſumed his attacks, ſtormed 
every ale-houſe, and after a variety of at- 


chievements equally ſerviceable to the pub- 


lic, he retreated from conflict and danger, 


_ crowned with miniſterial laurels and repair- i 
ing his fatigues in a place of ſome thouſands WP! 
annually. 53 


Sir JAMES, no doubt, in the latitude of 


his repoſe, expatiated largely on the judę- 


ment of the miniſter, praiſed his 724 and 
diſcriminating munificence; and raiſed af 


ſtrong emulalive ſpirit in his brother alder. 
men to ſtir up a ſimilar fame which followed 
his own Quixotiſm. Thus rouſed from 


municipal lethargy, the whole body joined | 


defpir, not Sir JaMzs's explozts, but his 
remuneration. To fan this /acred fire, the 
very lucrative employment of Mr. BROOR 


Warsox, to be commiſſary to the Britith e 
army in Flanders, added freſh fuel. 


All 
joined 


in the political race, eyeing with envy and BY 


led 
to 
nd 
bly 
ich 
ind 
ſin- 
ned 
At- 
ub- 
ger, 
mig 


LNCS 


e of 
udg- 
and 
d 4a 
der- 
Wed 
from 
ned 

and 
t his 
, the 
OOK 
ritiſh 

All 
oined 


+ 47 ] 


| joined in concert to catch ſome of the Heſ- 
| perian fruit ; and bowed as religiouſly to 
| miniſters, as the Ifraelites of old did to a 
certain molten image 


book of Moss. 


mentioned in the 


I dare not fay but that the views of 


| Melis. Los RHINGTON and ANDERSON are 


periect ly upright, and equally pure, patrio- 
tic, and as difiatereftcd as thole of the wor- 


thy aiderman who forms the ſubject of the 


above detail. But yet, as a liveryman of 


London, I am obligated to lament the 
preſent fordid mctarorpuote of aldermen 


into courticts, and that fort of commercial 


ſubſerviency to miniſters which hath been ; 
of late ſo glaringly marateſted by the. heads 
lot the City. 


To digreſs a moment—as my Remarks, 


for their very exiſtence, naturally will in- 


celine to ſome, or perhaps, to much per- 


ſonality, it may not be improper to apolo- 
Size for it in this place. 
jan individual J am ſeriouſly concerned for 
thoſe inceſſant Inro10s, on every kind of 


I declare, that as 


natural and acquired freedom, which hath 
long been ſyſtimatically purſued with the 
moſt guilty avidity. 


ſcuſibility 


If I am a man, have 
faculties, and have any of that blood and 
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. 
ſenſibility that ſhould warm the breaſt of a 
Briton, if I poſſeſs the common attribute 
of humanity—molt coolly I aver—that I, 
in common with the majority of the nation 
am oppreſſed, inſulted, and degraded. If 
IJ am wrong, I am not ſingular in my pre- 
Judices; thouſands, and tens of thouſands are 
ſuffering in common with me; and pouring 
out their griefs to anattending, and to core 
rupted ears; and even the moſt melancholy 7 
function of nature the right of lamenting}. 
our oppreſſions—1s to be ſtoppcd by the 
giant arms of unconſtitutional violence. 
In vain miniſters may ſtrive to gloſs the 
calami tous conſequences of their vicious 
bill, they cannot do it ; they are evidently 
puzzled ; they flonder, ſhift their ground, 
and dare not combat the queſtion like men, 


Printe 


{ by 


fs So prepoſſeſſed, fo armed by conviction, whic! 


as an independent elector of the city of pract, 
London; ſo ſeconded by a majority thathte ; 
Mr. Piri will never boaſt of, will neveſ The 

feel the ſatisfaction, the honeſty of enjoyflamon 
ing I ſtand forward and I will ſtanq; to inf. 
forward —with Magna Charta in one handfmiſre, 
and che Bill of Rights in the other, to pleaꝗᷓpreſen 
this great cauſe of my injured country. {ry 9 
the bill paſſes into a law I pledge my ſe blade, 
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ind, 0 all England to DD the Conftitu- 
en. tional rights of my native country, 


10N, which are not only invaded, but totally, as 


of practically confidered, deſtroyed to all poſ- 
that ible affect, as the bill is intended to operate. 
eres The Attorney and Solicitor General, 


y0)Yamongſt other matters, take infinite pains 


tanto inform the world that the Bill hath been 
andFmiſrepreſented. It hath not been miſre- 
plea@preſented by any, except miniſters, who 
. | ſtruggle hard to draw a ſcabbard over a 
aylc 

{8 


, tr; 
#3; Fl guten 
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pace, the glare of which, they tear, might 
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bably, do know wha! is intended; and {of 


mark I have been combatting was art ful, puniſ 


Ceitful declamation from the lips of mini 
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frighten the people 700 much, and perhaps will 
prevent that cruel, illiberal, and depotic 
wound, which they aim at the conſtitution. I will 


I repeat, that the bill is not miſrepreſented Þ Tj. 
by the diſintereſted, but on the contrary- 
it is underſtood too well. ir 
The above eminent gentlemen, ſtate 
with the profoundeſt dexterity, that this 
bill will operate to prevent pu \niſhment for 
ſedition. ne this will depend upon 
the ect which the bill will have practical. 
ly : perhaps it may * excite or ſtir up” ſe-· I i. 
dition. They who framed this bill may 
know what they iztended, and moſt pro- 


do the world, no man can miſtake it, but, 
no man i e can tell how, or in what 
manner it will operate; effects are not al. 
ways conformable to intention. The re- 


and (carcely candid, becauſe it involved af 
principle diametricall y oppoſite to the verſ 
foul of the bill, namely—lenity. mean: 

There 18 no lenity implied or meant ©) 
this act, but what floats in torrents of de- 
ters; they talk of lenity, to difguiſe t“ 
cruclty-of it, and of the puniſhments i 


2 * U 
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will prevent, that the people may be be- 
guiled from oppoſing i in time an act which 
will be the greareſt of all puniſhments. 
| The Solicitor General /ays, that it will 
| operate to prevent puniſhment ; I believe 
it will to admiration in one reſpect; no 


W puniſhment can follow the members of 
wy ay meeting, who are to be diſperſed by- 
Of the proclamation of a ſpy 1 in 9852 ſhape of 


5 E magiſtrate ; a meeting, ſubject to the 
A caprice, whim, booby RNS, and court 
ſe- influence of an ani' nal, every way calcu- 
) lated to deftroy the very exiſtence of all 
o- meeting whatever; armed with abſolute 
| 10 power of domination and controul over 


ut, every Rage of the buſineſs, and even to 
batſ ſound the alarm of diſperfion while the 


people are aſſembling. 

This will moſt affuredly prevent any 
ful puniſh ment; if there is no act, there can 
d Ade no prnifhment ; 8 is what the learned 
gentleman means; Whatever he Joys he 


Pay lenity but what Hues in uncandid, 


kb Fad artful explanations : the effects of the 
ts 1 bill 
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means, he muſt 3 that the principle of 
the bill is abſolutely directed to apminlate | 
he remains of Britiſh freedom; nor is there 
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ces in the City 
the militia act, whereby the city ariſtocracy 


city hath had 


3 
bill will be permanent, when all e 


elucidations is forgotten. 
I have dwelied at ſome. length on the 


_ condu& of the heads of the City of Lon- 


don in mv fourth number, reſpecting the 


cout influence whicl. hath been gradually 


gaining ground ever fince the demiſe of 


of the upright, and difintercſted Beck- 


FORD, Who merited, and received, every 
grateful honor which his fellow citizens 
could beftow on his many virtues, and 
incorruptibility. A leſſening of any moral 
or political Sen is of two Kinds, 
public and Private; the public need only 
be conſidered here; the private loſs of 
principle is of a limited nature, though 
dangerous to ſociety; but in the other caſe 
it is of the laſt importance, as will mani— 
feſtly appear from two remarkable inſtan- 
of London. The one is 


Jurrender.d a part of its moſt valuable 


rights to court interference, and the other, 
the bill now pending 1n parhament. 


{nat the tame acquieſcence of the 
i effe&ts, that may be 


long felt, and that the corrupiing ſome of 


its members * excited and ſtirred up 0 


1 


of the reſt to follow the ſame example, 
have ſatisfactorily ſhewn, 


One of the ill effects appeared a fer 


days fince in a form of the moſt dreadful 
: 125 When that virtuous and univer- 
ſally admired man, Mr. 
lected as much virtue as the cit 
to oppoſe the odious bills, and exerted 
| himſelf with equal zeal and dignity, he 
was anti-voted by his brother aldermen 
| nearly two to one. 


SKINNER, col- 


y afforded, 


The city courtiers decided triumphantly 


| againſt virtue, SKINNER, and true patrio- 
N elm, and NP given a fa al ſanction to a 

meaſure which may perhaps receive the 

curſes of their childen; even the contrition 
| of themſelves. 


| hope in the above detail, I have gi- 


ven no ill-natured term to the condu@ of 
the gentlemen concerned; it appears deci- 


dedly by the facts which I have mentioned, 


that the city magiſtrates have ſuffered, 


and even ſolicited, the ſpreading of that 
corrupt influence, which the majority of 


the nation are combining to repel, and 


which the virtuous, uzpenfioned BECKFORD, 
honeſily deteſted, ſucceſsfully oppoſed; and 
the filent, yet eloquent, tribute of regard 

which 


-- 
E 


| 
| 
| 


and country addreſſes 
ſome time puzzled, 


1 


which ſtands in the Guildhall of the 


City, to the memory of that great man, 


muſt {ſpread a guilty bluſh over the Faces 
of the infatuated majority, who divided 
againſt his upright repreſentative, Mr. 
Alderman SKINN ER. 

I will juſt mention here. à device off 
the enemy, as Shakeſpear calls it, and not 
a weak one. Miniſters peiceiving that 
the common mode of manufactaring town 
grew ſtale—wereſſ 
as indeed they often 
are, how to a& ; the trade was dee told 
well, made a ſign at court, and enabled 
Mr. Pitt to anticipate. 

As much as was at ſtake they coul- not 


think of giving up a praftice on which 
they principally rely, in the moment off 


danger, and are now buſily employed in 


continuing the trick under the maſk of 
- petition. 


This deſpicable mode however 
anſwers many valuable purpoſes, it keeps 
up that deluſive vapour which hath 6 
Jong hovered over the good people of Eng 
land, to the increaſe of their confidence 
in government, to make Mr. PiTT an!/ci- 


Fate the ſenſe of the nation; and above all, 


to give courage to miniſters rendered timid 


1 
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1 I 

| by their great exertion in the cauſe of free- 
| dom,” and uncommon ſucceſs in their oc 
war! 

Thus appropriating the effect to the 


cauſe, determined to hurry the Convention 


Bill through the Houſe with every laudable 


ol precipitation, addreſſes were changed into 


ot petitions for the purpoſe of confuſion, to 


jat cover the diſgrace of the want of num- 
wn bers, very well aſſured that one free-borm 
ere petitions, ſanctioned by the majeſty of the 


ten people, could never dwindle into epheme- 


old ral, ſickly, conſumptive addreſſes. 
ed Thus determined, every wall, from 
Lord GRrENvILLE'S new palace, to. our 
rotſltruſty and loving ſubject, Sir JAMES 
ichRSAUNDERSON'S houſe at London Bridge, 
- offBwas held in a ſtate of requiition. Mr. 
1 infiREEvE's, flew to his pen, mock petitions 
were drawn up, ſent to himſelf tor figna- 
ture, left in houſes of ill fame, and {tent 


cepsdown by bundles into the country. A 
1 {oÞarge folio ſheet is paſted up on every 


lenceſpolis, from ſome elegant pen, no matter 
ei- Frhere, giving a parallel between what the 
> all,ÞÞill really is, and what it is not —impu— 
imid{Cently ſtating, that Mr, Fox, Mr. Sur- 
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the conſtitution ! !! 


land; all which affertions, though utter 


Ged bleſs the mark, addreſſes often do, af 


; preſent, that they may when they peruſÞugc 


11 
RI DAN, the Duke of BEDFORD, and Mr, 
THELWALL, had miſrepreſented it, that 
it abounds with mercies to the ſubject 
beyond comprehenſion, that it will be thei 
ſalvation of freedom, and the defender off 


This account, equally 7rue and mode, 
is followed, as uſual, in all miniſterial ebul- = 
litions, by a concluding paragraph about 
the bl:ings of the conſtitution, the hap 
Pine ſs of the people, French anarchy, and 
the good ſenſe of the good people of Eng) 


falſe, witneſſes are ready to ſwear to th 

truth of, were they ten times worſe. 
Sometimes, this device, appears in th: 

form of a loyal addreſs, lying, whicl 


ſundry taverns for ſignature ; away rar 
Mr. REEVEs's light troops, placemen, 
royal tradeſmen, every one ſummoned t 
lend a helping haxd, all ſign it at differen 
places, not more than a dozen times ovel 
each man. 

I have judged it neceſſary to give th 
public information on a ſubject of ver 
little importance at other times than thf hen 


th 


* 
A. ne brick walls of this metropolis, know 
bow to appreciate the literary talents of 


jous productions of theirs, wrich would 
bo them, if avowed to a certainty, the 
ul 10 credit and reputation. 

A diſcerning public will eaſtly perceive 


bab. Ihat I. could extend theſe oblervations in 
andſecounting, and explaining, the various 
ng. ethods Mr. PII r and his {ubalterns have 
criifſo fink their trenches, and undermine, 
thee already altered conſtitution of this 


Ir 6704S country; 8 chis is ſufficient, 
ie public know where th 
ATAN come from, and that they-all tend, 


lr. REEVES or from brick walls, openly 


ran 
nen}] anonymouſly, are one and all ſhot 
d tom the proſtituted quivers of corrup- 


on to ſupport the Convention Bill, and 
oveſcliroy our excellent conſtitution. 
It now and then happens, thar the pub- 


e the may put, I believe, conicientioutly, 


verÞpme confidence in miniſters, particularly 
hen they aſſert that the conſtitution is in 
Pugerz this they are continually doing, 

in 


Mr. REEVES, Mr. PitT, &c., and won 
ger at the ir ange lde, of thoſe gentle- 
nen in hiding their names to theſe nume- 
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| 
| 
in houſes and in churches; and it 1 
| ſtrictly the truth, although they happen 
* to aſſert it. 
But who is it in danger from? From 
| Jacobin principles, or from the Londonffi 
* Correſponding Society, or from inflamma 
| tory ſpeeches, reflections on the French 
revolution!!! and ſſeditious lectures at 
1 . meetings, where, if money is not immediate] 
| | taken, for admiſſion; yet the moſt approve 
YZ ſpeakers get more money, and better places, 
| |. than Mr. TE&LWALL, or Mr. JoNEs, and 
| 
| 


6 | certainly for purpoſes diametrically opho 
4 ſite. 


| Far be it from me, fellow citizens, to 


turn the text of the Convention Bill, oi 

E the text of certain orators againſt them- 

ſelves; delicate be my alluſions, remote my 
metaphors, and cloſe- drawn the veil | 

[| We maſt grant that the conſtitution 5 

" in danger, and, as I have ſaid, the diff 


q ſurely cannot be from the Reforming Soci: 
eties, they have been regularly repreſented 
as too contemptible and inadequate to ex: 


Cite any fears on this head, deficient in] 


talent, property, and numbers. 
5 Lord GREN VILLE, indeed, differs from 
| his 


culty is to know. from what cauſe, - 18 
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his coadjutors. on this point; this gentleman 
Peclared on the very day that Lis half of 
Hour was preſented to the Houſe of Lords; 
pay more, he lamented that mary perſons 
talent and property had attached them- 
les to theſe 85 Thus, by the 


Lordihip's, importance and conſequence 
was imported to theſe foctetics, which mi- 
piſters reluctantly confeſſed, would have 
been glad to deny his importance and 
done uence recognized by the nation long 
xfore his: Lordſhip! S inadvertency. 
| But although the reſpectability and 
numbers of theſe ſocieties are increaſing 
every hour, and will increaſe every hour, 
wacthe? the bill paſſes or not; to this in- 
reaſe of numbers, muſt be admitted by 
Lis Lordſhip, ſome 1ncreaſe of talent and 
property — et, in my opinion, the 
n is in no danger from them: 
1 gs lie ve that they would be better pleaſed 
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if t they could reſtore it to its original pu- 


itedity, and remove thoſe deſpotic rays which 


lig race its virgin beauty, impair its very 


monitz created by inſtinct, viewed with 
ar and trembling, of a threatening aſpect 


his Und cr aving appetite, 
I ſpeak 


athetic and paſtoral complaint of his 


vitals, and transform it into a kind "i 
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Do theſe dilapidators accuſe others of only 


lous. 


clumſy, ill-adapted additions, the po- 
noxious to men of correct taſte and judg- 
ſtructure it is the and theſe only, that 


are meant to be removed, that the building 


may be e n e 


[1 


I ſpeak not of our conſtitution, in it; 


Proper and original form, but of the ap- 


pearance it makes in fits depraved, ſunk 8 ( 
depreciated ſtate. When miniſters talk of 
the conſtitution, . they do not mean the 
virgin, I have, been ] fear, ſo awkward 


_ deſcribing; but a motley form, wrinklcd, 


withered, „and ſhame-faced, deſpoiled of it 
charms, and only fit for the ſtoical embrace 70 3: 
of Mr. WILLIAM Pi1rTtr, 

Is this the thing, ſaid to be in danger? 
damaging a building, which the Conven. Printed ar 
tion bill will raze to the foundations ? Mon- 
{trous | Nor lels monſtrous than ridicu- 
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The pile, venerable in itſelf, auguſt 
ſtately and majeſtic ſimple in its form 
and admirable in its ſymetry; no man 
ſurely would wiſh to deſtroy it, It is the 
verty-{lricken ornaments, which are ob- 


ment, which almoſt totally hides the original 
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DD by thoſe continual, ridiculous piec- 
gs Ne patchings, who fatten on baſe, 
aſcally jobs, the very moment any man of 
onor and difcerament points out a defect, 
xclauns ! the bi: ding is in . 
rench brincip es Jacobin! ſedicion!!! 
It is thus chat tele s are defended, er- 
ors become ſacred, and the poor filly, ig- 
al porant multitude, for their ſenſual attri- 
2 FWutes termed fene , by that imperious 
bg driver, Mr, 2URKE, are tricked into 
F tame 
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2 UT thoſe trading varlets, who thrive 


1 
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lame, contemptible e equally 
diſgraceful to themſelves, and their 80. 


vernors. 
There is a ſtory told in a good oid book 
of ſome eminence, but like Magna Char. 


ta, long forgotten by our miniſters, which 


is very applicable to my preſent purpole; 
J ſhall with much pleaſure draw my prin 
ciples from this book occaſionally, becautc 


the doctrines it contains are in the extreme 
oppoſite to the practice of miniſters, and 


the moſt ſacred and ſublime repoſitory 0 
the rights of mankind. 
he experienced reader, will no doubt 
at once perceive, what fatutes I allude to 
laws which are ſeldom to be found in the 
code of miniſters; and which inſtead 
being followed, ſometimes, ſeem to b 
avoided as a ſomething to be feared, 1 
contrary to their intereſt, and to be ſhun 
ned with the moſt gracefsl ſcrupuloſity. 
Hut to the ſtory, - when the venerabl: 
and glorious apoftle, St. Paul, in execut 
ing his divine miſſion, was at Epheſus, h 
unfortunately for the people in powe 
touched on ſome matters which we 
deemed ſeditious and inflammatory. Whe 
ther he was proſecuted by the Attorne 
Gener 
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deviſ 
mind 


not n 
fears. 
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know 
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the ge 
*© thei 
it was 
makin 


General of Epheſus, what bills were level- 
led at him, and the ſociety he correſponded 
with, and what plots and conſpiracies were 

deviſed to excite and ſtir up the public 
mind againſt him and his opinions, I can- 
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not now recollect; certain it is, that the 


fears and alarms of the principal ſcribes and 
| high prieſts, and the parliament, were all in 
a buſtle and a fright, and roared by a ma- 


fority of voices that the conſtitution is in 
danger, the church is in danger, great 18 
Diana of the Ephefians. 

All was hurry and confuſion, the alar- 
miſts met at the Crown and Anchor, mar- 
chants, bankers, and traders, at the Ep- 
heſian tavern, voted loyal addreſſes, which 
in reſonant ſtrain, moſt ſweetly echoed, the 
conſtitution, the church is in danger, great 
is Diana of tne Epheſians. . 

Many of my readers, perhaps, not go- 
ing to church ſo en as I do, and having 
particular ic, of their own, mafy wiſh to 
know wo this fame Diana was. 

Diana at Epheſus was an zd raiſed 5 
the government for the peopl to adore, 
their buſineſs not being to eaquire what 
it was, but to pay it their adoration” the. 
making of this image, and the fhrine it 

ſtood: 
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ſtood in, the apoſtle informs us, brought 
much profit to the manufacturers; the glo- 
rious image, and the gorgeous ſhrine, 
were hallowed, held ſacred, and extolled 
as more than human, becauſe it brought 
much profit to the workmen; meaning 
thereby the prime miniſters, principal 

ſcr#9es, high-priefis, and the government ot 
_ Epheſus. 

What happened at Epheſus, how the 
apoſtle was oppoſed, and perſecuted, how 
many charges of ſedition were exhibited 
againſt him by a vicious adminiſtration, 
and the various ſufferings that were inflict- 
ed on him, are generally known. 

But it is not known, that the Epheſian 

overnment, although the moſt corrupt 
and deteſtable upon carth, proceeded to 
fuch an outrage, on ſuch pretences, and 
on ſuch unwarrantable ground, as à Con- 
vention Bill. | 
| Thoſe ancient zyrants left ſuch improve. 
ments in legiſlation to more daring ſpirits, 
more enlightened philoſophers; when li— 
berality of ſentiment illumined mo/? breaſts, 
and when the higheſt ſtate of refinement, 


| and cultivation blazed forth ! It was left 
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1 
to Lord GRENVILLE, and Mr. Prrr, to 
aim the moſt daring ſtroke againſt freedom, 
againſt all the rights of mankind, and to 


exceed the fame which time hath recorded 
of all former tyranny ! An effort at once 


refined, yet vindictive, pretending to le- 


nity, yet arbitrary and cruel, forms the. 
baſis of this bill; mockery and inſult at- 


tend its explanations, diſguiſe and artifice 


its form, and the ruin of liberty its very 


ſoul and intention. A bill founded upon 


complicated iniquity, divided and ſubdi- 


vided among its workers, half given to 


Lord GRENVILLE, half to Mr. Pirr; 
and the future purpoſes and odium of it 
artfully ſhifted from themſelves to others, 


and the whole magiſtracy of England de- 
graded into ſpies, and informers, to be the 


medium between the /urking framers, and 
an inſulted nation, to bear an undeſerved 


infamy, and the mi/placed curſes of their 


fellow citizens. 
It is no matter what the people complain 
of, juſt or unjuſt, however various and 


multiplied their miſeries, the miniſterial 
| anſwer is conſtantly one regular Epheſian 


tone of great is Diana of the Epheſians; 
great 18 Diana, ſays Lord GRENvVILLE, 
ent 
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Treat is Diana, ſays Mr. Pirr; and aſter ¶ digni 
the miniſter, as in duty bound, great. is  peop 
Diana of the Epheſians, exclaims the powe 
whole chorus of corruption ! | beco! 

From the higheſt to the loweſt, From TI 
Mr. Duxpas, to Mr. CurT1s, from Mr. 49. 

Pirr, to Mr. SauxpERSOx, from the ſound 

wiſe and humane Lord MANSFIELD, toBk—T b 
Mr. Regves,—great is Diana of theſÞplacir 
Epheſians. cando 

The conſtant and eternal cry is the ſame, fit. 

* however different the cauſe may be, the Aff 
note is the ſame, on every ſubject of popu-Wite, t 
lar complaint, the ſame concert prevails; n pub 
the finale is, uniformerly, great is Diana lency, 

of the Epheſians. ous 

Whatever inroads hey make, is well z Pate 
they may attack, undermine, and deſtroy; le of 
but the people for whoſe benefit everyÞill, ii 

»meaſure ſhould be calculated, are not per-fantly 
. mitted even to © know what they are” butWiſgrac 
commanded in the moſt lofty and imperi-ſſttacks 
. ous tone, to. obey them. It is a ſeriousÞþes, w. 

truth that our legiſlators are too apt to for · pntinu 

get as ſenators, the duteous, and affectionate WI 

manner that aUorns them as candidates, LL E, 
kfurgetful of an obligation which is ſo reite - claim 

rated on the day of election, they feel afgernall 

dignity, 


© dignity, that flows gratuitoufly from the 
people, which ſwells into a. degree of 
e | power, not always expreſſed in a manner 
becoming: the idea of repreſentation. 
nf The regard affected for the conſtitution, 
r. “is often a tale told by a ſenator full of 
ef ſound and noiſe, but ſignifying nothing,” 
I believe, I ſhall not be accuſed of miſ- 
placing my alluſion when we attend with 
candor to the multiplied facts that ſupport 
el, „ ny 
he Affectation is contemptible in private 
u- Hife, but confined to a narrow ſphere; but 
5; In public characters it hath a dangerous ten- 
naſſency, diſgraceful to the party, and rui- 
ous in its application. The indiſcrimi- 
Lz pate uſe of the term- conſtitution, made 
ye of by the ſupporters of the Convention 
eryÞill, in, and out of the ſenate, is con- 
er- Tantly meant to defend the abuſes which 
DutWiſgrace. it, and ward off thoſe. patriotic 
eri- Ittacks, which are-levelled at the deformi- 
ousÞes, which its, pretended friends keep on it 
for · Pntinually. „ 
nate] When Mr. Prrr, or Lord Gren- 
tes, HLLE, fo repeatedly, and fo zealouſly, 
ite - claim with laughable ſolemnity, ſo 
2] .aÞſcrnally of che many bleſſings, and excel- 
y lencies, 
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lencies, of the 'Britiſh conſtitution, they 
mean the many places and penfions which 
they enjoy, thoſe, real, ſolid, bleſſing 
which indeed do not flow from the pur: 
ſpring of the conſtitution, but are the 
golden, ripe, Heſperian fruit, which drops 
from the tree of corruption. Theſe ar: 
the things that make them loyal, it is this 
that excites and ſtirs up ſo many oration: fore it 
.againſt ſedition, Jacobin principles, and!ts . 
French anarchy. Their regard for} thi|atend 
Fountain of honor, is proportioned by th forgot 
ſweet and pleaſant draughts which it af 1 d 
Fords. l WY 5 miſſior 
Theſe are the true bleſſings of the conte ſto 
ſtitution, which although ** on penſioneqpartic: 
heads penſions accumulate,” they fear td w 
leſſening of; it is this that realizes theqgProve 
fears, gives animation to debate, and pro But 
duces, plots againſt freedom, and Convenulhed 
A . rain f 
Theſe are the things which have raiſeſÞe ſtr 
that ftrange, prepoſterous idol, to which r. P. 
ſo much adulation is paid in, and ſo mudÞut th; 
confidence paid out of the ſenate ; an idafeſerve. 

_ termed Diana at Epheſus, and in Enge gra: 
land the conſtitution. | ; ; a I 
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And let not the candid reader, accuſe 
ne of confonding the real conſtitution ef 
my country, with that Epheſian idol, 
which in another part of this work, I have 
proved to be that miniſterial harridan, ſo 
«fl idolatrouſly worſhipped by our ſtate para- 
e mours; I have fully deſcribed what the 
| conftitution is, or rather what it ꝛwas, be- 
tore it received further ornament, and before 
its final malady, death and burial, was 
intended by miniſters, in their never- te- be · 
forgotten CONVENTION BILL. 
.I deſire molt reſpectfully to beg per- 
miſſion of my readers, and of Mr. PIT r, 
on te ſtop that torrent of reſpect, which I 
nel particularly acknowledge in the firſt caſe ; 
thÞod which my daily numbers, abundantdy 
heillprove in the latter. 
bro But that joy, and tranſport, which hath 
venhuſhed into my breaſt, will not let me re- 
rain from imparting it ; from imparting 
ſee ſtrong exultation which I feel, that 
hid Mr. PiTrT, may no longer anticipate alone, 
1udÞut that I can, I believe anticipate, the 
iddſÞcferved fate of that infinuating ſnake in 
EnoÞve graſs, called the Convention Bill. 
T had anticipated the ſenſe of the nation, 
ud Mr. Pirr, like the wind and rain 
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1 
wizzards, who anticipate almanacks. Aye 
Sir, I will anticipate in my turn, I will 
anticipate that the BILLS, of the firm of 
PitT, GRENVILLE, and Co. will be 
deemed bad bills by the nation, that they 
are drawn with unlawful intentions, meant 
to impoſe on innocent and unwary traders, 
and that they will be prozefied, and returned 
with contempt and indignation, as unnego! 1g 
ble, by that very majority, 
DuxnDass and Mr. PIT declared. For 
God's ſake, Britons attend! attend to this 
by that, very majority, which, they #0- 

neſtiy declared, prayed ardently” to Hon, 
with the ready payment of obedience! ! 
Nora, infidel, J have thee on the hip, 
while writing my preſent number, the 
Morning Herald for Saturday, November 
21ſt, 1795, was brought me, containing 
the following moſt important intelligence. 
We have ſpared no. pains to furniſh the 
public with important details of the pro. 
ceedings which took place yeſterday, | 
the Common Hall, St. Martin's Pariſh, 
and ſeveral other places; by which it wil 
be ſeen. that Britons are net fo indifferent 
to the bleſſings of their conſtitution, a: 
quietly to ſuffer themſelves to be deprive 
et 0 
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of that Gaede, which is its higheſt and 
moſt tranſcendant feature. Not a poſt now 


arrives, indeed ſcarcely an Four paſſes, 


without bringing decided hoſtility towards 

the two bills now pending 1n parliament. 
Yeſterday was fruitful of ſuch events, 

for beſides the meeting in Surry, and that 


in St. Martin's, Weſtminfter; the Common 


Hall, where it is ſuppoſed there were four 


thouſand liverymen, to decide on the me- 
| rit of the bills, they divided in the propor- 


tion of 7wwenty to one againſt them, and 
inſtructed their repreſentatives to vote ac- 
cordingly. Petitions are likewiſe 
ſented from Newcaſtle, and ab 
almoſt unanimouſly againſt theſe bills, for 
the paſſing of which, Mr. PrtT, declared, 
the country prayed ardently. 

This day, meetings are held for Middle- 
lex, and for Northumberland, in every 
quarter of the kingdom the agitation is 
the ſame. The event of yeſterdays meet- 
ing, will, no doubt, have a powerful in- 
fluence on all parts of the country, and we 
truſt, on the conduct of the repreſentatives 
of the people. I mention the above parti- 
culars with the greateſt Joy imaginable, 
and -felicitate my fellow citizens on an 
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omen of the moſt auſpicious kind ; a lively 


hope may now animate every ſincere friend 
of this country, that the love of liberty is 
not loſt among us, but that a vigorous 
ſtand will be made in defence of thoſe ſa- 
cred rights, which have come down to us, 
ſanctioned by a long courſe of time, and 
hitherto held inviolate by power, however 
arbitrary, and in circumſtances, every 
way more trying and important than the 
preſent ; under the actual, and boldeſt at- 
tempts of treaſon and rebellion ; yet ſtill, 
this daring attempt was never brought 
forward in times, and under circumſtances, 
when ſuch an attack on the rights of the 
people, might have had ſome diftant, 
{ome faint colour of neceſſity for ſuch an 
attempt, though none for its adop- 
tion. NY : 
L ſhall cloſe this number moſt earneſtly 
exhorting all my readers, to join with me 
in heart-felt congratulations at the very 
flattering turn things, have taken, and to 
contrive, with me, their unremitting efforts 
to excite and Air up every , poſſible de- 
gree of conſtitutional oppoſition to the 
Convention Bill. | 


» 
þ Ty F N 
7 "> * 6 /*. 
q „ — 
„ *. ve * 
wi, + 3 1 8 
Kt a —_ 1 * 2 
bo - «& * " A\ 
x : . 2 
; e 
f e 5 a.” F 1 
S 
* + #* — * FX a 7 a 


have 


TO } 


Printed 
H 
fa 


CURSORY REMARKS 


* CONVENTION BILL 


| | ws 1 

p No. VII. 

ro xE CONTINUED EVERY MORNING 
; DURING THE DISCUSSION. 

9 | | 4 | | ; 

r Price only One Penny. 
„ TPainted and fold by J. DavsxronrT, No. 6, Little Ca. 
e ttharine-ſtreet, Strand, London. 

ty — — — — > > r ee — — — — 

N TE 5 1 PR ; 75 . 
4 1 HAVE to apologize to my readers for 


falling ſometimes into egotiſm, and 
ly requeſt their permiſſion, in this place, to 
ge (obſerve a few particulars which I wiſh to 
ry emmunicate in the following digreſſion. 


to It is too viſible to men of any diſcernment, 


"ts that chere are at preſent ſtrong ſymptoms 
je- In this country of a diviſion of its natives 


he Tinto two great partics: the riſe of this ma- 


lady I ſhall not conſider here, becauſe it is 
ve foreign to my plan, I ſhall take it up juſt 
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[74] 
wiſhes for its ceſſation 8 dinidy ſts : the 
latter might gratify a laudible rr, 
but the former may tend towards a cure, 
by the good-natured application of -pal- 

liatives. 

Party diviſions in any Rate tend to the Res 
greateſt evils, and every wiſe and good peop 
man will obey thoſe obligations which en- meat 
join us to love our neighbour, and to ſtep recei 
forward with every endeavour to ſtop the difli! 
progreſs of that fire, the extent of which ment 
no one can fee, but which equally threatens ¶ dom. 
to invclve every one in its conſequences. iſ of tb 
What the preſent fymptoms may growl na 
to, no one can tell; but I am ſomewhat greg 
perſuaded that the adoption of wiſe andi im 
juſt meaſures, by the two 8 ſome 
moderation, particularly by thoſe to whom 
the adminiſtration of this country is com- 
mitted, might very much alleviate the dil- 

eaſe, if not cure it entirely. 
Agreeable to natural cauſes and effects, 
a rifing diſconrent in the mals of the peo- 
ple is regularly progreſſive towards open 
commotion and hoſtility; but the horrid 
advace of civil diſcord may be mucl 
haſte ned by the i intemperance of the par: 
ties, by accident, and by a thouſand CON 
tingencies 


arefled, in obedience to one "of the moſt 


1E 1 


tingencies which flow from human eccen- 
tricity. 

In all conteſts between rhe government 
and the people, one of the earlieſt conſe- 
quences is, for the parties to recede from 
each other as far as they poſſibly can; the 
people who begin merely to diſlike the 
meaſures of the government, commonly 
receive provocatives which change their 
diſlike into abhorrence; and the govern— 
ment, equally deficient in temper and wiſ- 
dom, avoid the attending to the complaints 
of the governed, diſcriminating what is rea- 
ſonable, and perhaps what ought to be re - 


important duties entruſted to them by the 
people. | 

Inſtead of attending to the remonſtrances 
of thoſe who have a jut right, and who 
ought, and who will remonſtrate, they too 
often widen the breach, by t tne avowal of 
haughtineſs and diſd Wn, - Gr elſe the no leſs: 
aggtavating mode of ens | conternpr; 

That the n Bil WII ack a8 4 
cauſe, and accelerate the wing confe- 
quences I have touched upon abure, Will 
be admitted, I believe, by all that arc im- 
partial, and I hope and truſt, in a very, 

5 1 fe 


: L239 
few days will be admitted by the whole 
nation 3 that it will produce a for different 
majority then that which Mr. Doux pas 
#uaavertently propheſied a few days ſince, 
and finally, that it will ſhortly be only re- 
membered by the difgrace and infamy of 
thoſe who had the hearts to engender ſi { ich 
Aa monſter. 
And certain I am that this bill , by 
the active operation of that concealed venom 
which the monſter-breeders have ſo art- 
fully endeavoured to hide, will mature and 
Tipen thoſe ſeeds of diſcontent which bave 
taken {ſuch deep root in the nation, and 
produce a ſudden exploſion, which, but for 
this execrable bill, would never have hap- 
pened. 

Lord Gun LE and Mr. PIT will 
have the glory, if the bill paſſes, of haſten- 
ing, and even, perhaps, of provoking the 
mof diſmal calamities which have fallen 
0n'2 devoted people in the annals of time; 
calamities at once ccuntleſs, and of un- 

known continuance and horror. 

I will in this place enter ſomewhat into 
the probable experience which the nation 
may have, it the Miniſters fucceed 1 in their 
enterprize. | 
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lam of opinion, and truſt that every 
; Wl honeſt citizen will agree with me, that if 
« Junhappily this oppreſſive bill palles into a 
„law, the conſequences will be dreadful in 
che extreme; of what nature or magnitude 
{Eno man can tell, with that preeiſion which 
1 


ſo momentous a blow to civil liberty re- 
quires: I ſhall therefore content myſelf 


„ with pointing out the more obvious, dread- 


ing to probe the eventual wound too deeply, | 


. chat I may avoid the anticipation of a train 


d Jof evils perhaps too near. If this bill be- 


« comes a law, the chara ger of Britons will 
become totally changed; it will affect 
their manners, intercourſ: with. each other, 
their conduct, ſpirit; every ſocial and en- 
dearing tie will be diffolv ed, and dark 
1 will lurk in every boſom. What 


be kept up where one man is made a {py 
upon another by law; where the leaſt ſen- 
timent or word chat can be turned into 
the meaning of diſlike or contempt of the 
men or meaſures that happen to be pre- 
to Mralent, will poſſibly draw down the dread- 
\n ful penalties inflicted in caſes of high miſ- 
ir Idemeanors. The Britiſh nation muſt now 
become what every honelt heart muſt 
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ſocial, what friendly communication can 
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a gentleman, will make him ſhun the com- 
pany of his friend from motives of delicacy. 


% 


vibrate with mine in diſmal uniſon when IÞ moti- 
mentioned, divided into two great parties; I for if 
an event ſo much to be deplored, ſo very WW refpe 
dreadful in effect wherever it happens, WhO 
that every wiſe and good miniſter would I xoz 6. 
-exert every nerve to prevent, rather than I is pre 
thus drive down the deſtructive ſteep fo W 
pre poſterouſſy. | man « 
The Engliſh are a ſccial people, fond of I liame 
friendly intercourſe from the higheft to the ¶ puniſ 
loweſt ; no longer gloomy and referved, it Mtume| 
is the pleaſant, reciprocal communication yectiy 
which bath tended perhaps more than any Nconſec 
other to ſoften the nature, refine the man- EW wicke 
ners, and expand the heart and under- Nimpui 
ſtanding of a people natively ſomewhat in- In 
clined to bluntneſs and the ſterner virtues. Wdiffen: 
This ſource of civilization muſt be dried ¶ ſpecta 
up; the operative violence of the bill will Ethoſe 
tear aſſundes all thoſe agreeable ties which Nportar 
endear man to man; the. liberal Joyaliſt, Nin this 
who hitherto liſtened attentively to the ar- Ito all 
guments of the republican, will now feel Frefider 
a power which, although he will obey no them 
temptation to employ, yet his manners, as It 


redreſs 


But the republicans, and they are very 
numerous in England, will feel ſtronger 
| . 25 motives 


land k 


- 
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Wl motives {till FAS retiring from ſociety ; 
bor if this bill paſſes, any man, however 
'  refpettable for talents, virtue, or property, 
who will be known to be a republican, will 
not be able to ſtay in this country, where he 
is proſcribed by a Convention Bill. 

What ſafety, what protection can that 
man expect who is devoted by Act of Par- 
{ liament, marked by a poſitive law for 
ce Mpuniſhment, liable to every inſult an cor: 
i tumely, to every diſgrace, and bitter in- 
n WW vectives, which will, which muſt, by the 
y conſequence of this bill, be wantonly or 
- Wvickecly poured on him with ſcorn and 
® impunity. 

In this predicament moſt of the body of 
diſſenters will ſtand, a body of men re- 
ſpectable in the bigheſt degree, for all 
thoſe requiſites which are eminently im- 
portant to a nation; yet they will and muſt 
in this ca ſe, be, in a ſtriking degree, liable 
to all the inconvenience and impoiition of 
reftidence, to a government which denies 
30 them protection. 
as It is in vain to ſay, that if a perſon 
n- ſuppoſedly obnoxious is inſulted, San have 
y. Iredrels; there will be in this cafe a thou- 
ry and Kind of vexations, contempt, and in- 


= 


ins Fam | ſults, 
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ſiults, which cannot be deſcribed, although 
they may be felt with the greateſt ſeverity, 
and which will admit of no redreſs what- 
ever. 
Thus will the great body of the people 
be diſunited ; no longer ſocial, no longer 
friendly; they will wander about, hate and 
diſguſt deforming their countenances ; 
driven to gloomy ſolitude, no longer mect- 
Ing for recreation or inſtruction; and their 
houſes be converted into ſo many living 
tombs, to contain the miſerable ſpectres, 
the victims of the Convention Bill! 
Law, founded on this bill, will afford 
miniſters new pietences of a chouſand kinds, 
to 1acreaſe the number of ſpies and in- 
formers, by far too numerous already; 
they will then ſwarm in every place like 
locuſts; they will become fuch dangerous 
_ peſts of ſociety, by plot-hunting, praying 


for ſedition, liſtening to hear ſome word, or 


words, that may tempt to ſtir up contempt 
for a miniſter, who hath himyelf, by his 
pride and arrogance, and more particularly 
by his meaſures—meaſures of the moſt 
ruinous nature, excited and ſtirred up, not 
only contempt, but every other paſſion in 
the breaſt of an Engliſhman, expreſſive of 
abhorrence. 
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I feel ſome contempt myſelf at finding 
„the names of Lord GRENVILLE and Mr. 
Pr fo continually adorning my. Num- 
bers; I am apprehenſive that it will be im- 
- puted to ſome affectation, that a violent 
r predeliction for their many ſhining virtues 
| Winduces me to record thoſe ſacred names, 
; which convey the idea of their auguſt per- 
ſons to the public. 

But raillery apart, which is beneath my 
ſubject, it is from neceſſity, not choice, 
that this gentle pair are under ſo many obli- 
gat ions to the writer of theſe remarks for 
introducing them ſo often, and in terms of 
luch conmengation, but I ſhould be very 
lorry were they inadvertently to impute it 
to any very violent affections for men, who, 
whatever idol they may adore, will cer - 
tainly, in me, never inſpire for their divi- 
8 nities, or for them much adoration. + 
*I am willing. with the public, to ac- 


„knowledge the many favors which are e- 
W Equally, through theſe bold and daring me- 
diums, intended by perſons behind the 
t ¶ curtain, who like ſome of thoſe reſpectable, 
rand famous counſellors, mentioned by 
Milton, ft in tbe dark, preſide with ſecret 
of malice, and move every operation. by the 


inſtru- 
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inſtrumentality of thoſe inferior demons, 
whom 1 have ſo often recorded. 

It is not from want of reſpect, or of re- 
gard, that I have not yet brought theſe 
retired conſpirators into notice, ſufficiently 
alive to all their machinations, a ſet of 
beings, © whoſe darkneſs is viſible” to me 
at all times, and in moſt places; I ſhall 
therefore occaſionally, bring them out of 
the dark, into the light, ſincerely hoping 
that no bluſh may be produced by the et- 
fulgence, but that their countenances may 
preſerve accuſtomed impesetrability. 

In enumerating the horrid conſequences 
which are to be apprehended from the ef. 
fect of this bill, /ppo/ing it ſhould paſs; ! 
have confined myſelf to the probable effects 
which will, refult to the middle claſſes o 
ſociety. The thoughts which occured to 
me in the moment, I hope it will be ad 
mitted, are fairly inferred from this bil! 
not exaggerated for any ſiniſter purpoſe 


but the candid, and natural conſequences 


reſulting from a meaſure, the moſt odious 
that ever was conſidered in the annals 0 
legiſlation. 85 WT 
If the above remark be admitted by my 
readers, they will agree with me in pation 
R pd 
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that the tendency of this act, is to bret 
the bond of ſociety, diſſolve all ſocial com- 
munication, encreaſe Mr. PIrr's numerous 
army of fencible ſpies and informers, ex- 
change friendſhip for ſuſpicion, cauſe one 
half of the nation to betray the other, and 
that from theſe caules, and a multitude 
more that muſt occur to any man of intel- 
ligence, the character of the Eggltſh nation 
will be altered for the worſe moſt effen- 


tally. 


Does it not then follow, that if the bill 
will operate in the manner I have deſcribed, 
in the middle ranks of life alone, that if 
we conſider it under all the regular and 
diſtinct heads into wkieh it may be divided, 
that our horror and deteſtation mult be 
confiderably encreaſed. 

Among theſe may be mentioned, the ef- 
fect it will have on the lower and loweſt or- 
ders of ſociety; effects which I ſhall dread 
to inveſtigate; 

Alſo, the conſequences which it will 
have on the higher, and what are termed 
the exalted and rivileged otders of man- 
kind; coniequences, no leſs, or in effect 
more dreadful and 2ppalling, than the ef- 
fects Which it will have on the poorer, be- 

cauſe 


of innocent men for reward. 


14} 


cauſe confidering the vicious propenſities 


of mankind, moff danger is to be appre- 


hended where moſs power reſides to give it 


effect. 


Another alarming conſideration is, the 


blow which is aimed at the liberty of the 
preſs, a blow of the moſt inſidious and 


horrid tendency, if we reflect a moment on 
the probable total end to all future political 
information. 


By this bill, the property, the perſonal 


liberty, and even the lives of every perſot 


in the zation, who is not a ſoldier, a ſpy, 
or in ſome employment by which his inde- 


pendence is facrificed to the influence of 
power, will, moſt decidedly, lie at the 


mercy of endleſs ſwarms, and legions of 
informers, not only in caſes of ſedition, 
where the caſe can be made out zruly, but 
alſo where the crime can be imputed, to! 


the ſake of gain, and maintained by ſuborna- 
tion and perjury. + BE 


Let any one recollect the late trials for 
high treaſon, and the numerous inſtances 


of trials for perjury, and even of wretches 


abandoned enough to ſwear away the lives 


Connected 
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N all hn probabilitz 7, if this bill be- | 
comes a law, that moſt uſeful, and 
moſt opprefled body, the innkeepers, ma- 


ſters of taverns, and more particularly the 


publicans, who are amazingly numerous, 
will be either exceedingly hurt, or totally 
ruined. What liquor can flow to inſpire 
hilarity, promote mental relaxation, ex- 
pand the heart, and elevate the ſoul by 
friendly communications, in the preſence 
of concealed ſpies, informers, and per- 
Jurers ; every little ſociety muſt diſperſe, 
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« without a proclamation, ” and the pub- 


.by the conſtable. 


added the endleſs, and unneceflary increaſe 


ing life and vigor to thoſe peſts of ſociety, 
Government will kindly wink at their l 


beral, and intereſt is a powerful ſtimula- 
tive; thus, the plot, is likely to proſper, 
where all the parties are united in one bond 
of iniquity, one luſt of power or of avarice, 
cementing the whole, to which the people 


L 86 
lican be reduced to the diſmal viſitation of 
having uo cuſtomers, biit gentlemen en 
Connected with the laſt idea, is to be 
of the number and iniquities of the law- 


vers, who will, to court the ſunſhine of 
government, be perpetually active in giv- 


efforts, rewards for information will be li- 


will be the ſacrifice. 
Theſe, fellow Citizens ! ! are a few of warn 


the points, which I ſhall in the proſecu-¶ vent. 
tion of the work, inveſtigate. But to theſ prine 
above enumeration I ſhall add one more, want 
which will indeed, form that huge political peop 
ulcer, of which the before- mentioned are poſh! 
the ſhoots and ramifications. rann) 


By the operation and conſequence of thisff no © 
bill, the whole aggregate powers of Go ſtimi 


c vernment t, will become capable of throwing If 


Ol 


E 


off every check which the Conſtitution has- 
provided againſt the encroachments of 


power, and confidering the undue inflaence 
which has deſtroyed totally, for a lon 


time, the juſt equilibrium of the diſtinct 
branches of the legiſlature ;- will beyond 
the leaſt poſſibility of doubt, become a. 


complete and perfect deſpotiſm, 


When 1 come to examine theſe heads, 
I ſhall confine myſelf to that moderation 
from which no writer ſhould ſuffer himſelf 


to depart from by any motive or induce- 
ment, and which I have endeavoured, not 


unſucceſsfully, I hope, to keep in view; 


but if in the peruſal of my numbers, the 


reader ſhould find any thing offenſive, 


too bold, or too ſtrong in the expreſſion, 
ſome apology will be admitted for ſome 
warmth of nature, irritated by the Con- 
vention Bill, and fanned into a flame by 
principle. We ſee continual ly, the groſs, 
wanton, malicious, cruel attack, from the 


people in power, where there exiſts no 


poſhble provocation from oppreſſioa or ty- 
ranny, no irritation from daily want, and 
no motive of fear or apprehenſion ay A 
ſtimulus. 


If paſſion and N were to be 
tolerated,. 
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8 tolerated, it would be allowable where the 


greateſt trials exiſt ; but what, for Heaven's 
ſake, could excite ſuch wanton, abuſive 
rage as Mr. BuR Ex has vented on a variety 


of occaſions, where no provocation exiſted, 


where the party was unknown, or where 
ſome amiable victim was pining away a 
valuable, and blameleſs life, in the foul 


and execrable dungeon of a regular go- 
vernment, for no fault under Heaven, that 


Mr. Bu REER knew of, but being the friend 


of freedom? that freedom, which Mr. 


BuRKE, while his reputation was in repair, 


ſo nobly pleaded the cauſe of, in ſtrains of 


that divine eloquence which is now changed 
and jaundiced, by the gold of a penſion, 
into foul invective and nonſenſical reflecti- 
ons on the French revolution. 

Vet what clamour againſt ſedition do we 


daily hear; what accuſation of a want of 
reſpect to ſuperiors, and every notice taken 


of the leaſt ſlip in expreſſion in the people 
whom they abuſe,” individually and col- 
lectively; what clauſes are enacted in the 
Convention Bill, againſt exciting and ſtir- 
Ting up hatred or contempt againſt thoſe, 
that do not affect even the inclination, to 


But 


inſpire or deſerve reſ] ſpect. 
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But inſulting language, a haughty Ephe- 
fan tone, is to rank among other aſſumed 
privileges, an excluſive right to abuſe and 
invective, eſpecially if againſt freedom; 
a right no longer peculiar to the refuſe of 
mankind, but decorating ſenatorial oratory, _ 
and mingling with the penfioned venom of 
a BURKE and a WINDHAM. 

The latter gentleman indeed ſeems every 
way a man of buſineſs, a diſcriminating 
judze of mankind, knows well the weighty 
difference between oppoſition and obedience 
to a corrupt ſyſtem, and in a cowardly 
manner, left his colours, without even af- 
4 fecting the poſſeſſion of theſe poignant feel- 
a, ings which agitated Sir GILBERT ELLIOT, 
when with tears in his eyes, he ſacrificed his 

principles to become viceroy of the kingdom 

2 of Corſica! | - . 
of On ſuch a forrowful occaſion as the ac- 
n ceptance of a lucrative place, it is ſtrange, 
e that Mr. WINDHAM could not “ aſſume 4 
1- virtue, F he had it no?” appear like Sir GIL- 
ie BERT, with ſome decency at the burial of his 
r- affected patriotiſm ; but no, diſdaining the 
e, | meekneſs of his friend, he exclaimed “ that 
to if he had left oppoſition, oppoſition had leſt 
him“ as if a man walking from a church, 
ut 8 | ſhould 
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ſhould tell an impudent*fal/2hood, and declare, 
that the church walked from him. 

Of theſe two illuſtrious examples, I ſhall 
ſay no more at preſent, but leave them to 
the reader's commendation ; we often ſee the 
{ame ends purſued by different methods, and 
perhaps the public may with me, fee! the 
ſame contempt excited and ſtirred up for 


the feelings of Sir GIL BERT, the viceroy, as 


for the daſhing effrontery of Mr. Winp- 
HAM, the ſecreta rr. 

Such characters, however, have great 
-uſe, they Thine excellently in a modern 
comedy, when they approximate /o near to 


nature, and inadvertentiy {lip into it, but 


their uſe and appearance, Hhecoever natural, 
is ſomewhat leſs in our ſenates, and excite 
ſenſations not very comical. The ill et- 
fects flowing from a want of public principle 
are endleſs, they ſet a very vile example to 
the world at large, however qualified by 
affected ſenſibility, or outraged by perulant 
 effrontery, produce Convention Bills, and 

attacks upon the conſtitution. : 
How long theſe virtues will exalt or 771 
poſe, is not poſſible perhaps to determine 
but perhaps, the time may come, and that 
time not very far-diſtant, when men way 
” : 5 fear 
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fear to be exalted, or to impoſe by ſuch baſe- 
neſs, and diſhonor ; for true it is, however 
ſeditious, or inflammatory, it may vibrate on 
the exquiſite nerves and ears of courtiers, 
that no pride, no ſueceſs, no place or dig- 
nity, can for a moment, releaſe us from 
thoſe moral obligations which N bind 
all mankind. 

But to the return to the bill. Among 


the numerous devices practiced by the ene- 
mies of freedom, to impoſe on the credulity 


of the people, and promote that comfortable 
and ſlzepy confidence, on which miniſters 
have fo long repoſed, J {hall ſelect a few 
ſpecimens to entertain and inſtruct my 
readers, while the facts to which I allude 
are freſh in remembranze, and before they 
are loſt in a freſh ſucceſſion of ingenuity, 

I have in a former number explained the 
mode of manufacturing addreſſes, how they 
travel from the town to the country, and 
from the country to town, and are always 
graciouſly received by the perſons who 
made them, as a confirmation of the truth 
of ſome good oid proverbs, 

Mention was alſo made, that the a& of 
the farce of ftate which depended upon ad- 
dreſſes, begins to loſe all ſtage effect, and 

although 
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although the audience did not abſolutely tory 
groan and hiſs, yet the managers thought days 
it adviſcable to alter its dreſs, and palm it has 
upon the public as a petition. It is an od and 
obſervation. that what is wrong in the be- Nrecov 
ginning is ſeldom right in the end, for o ſl At 
it. happened in this caſe, for theſe addr-fles zens, 
in maſquerade, very ſoon after their appear- pariſ 
ance, appeared to be much deeper in a de- Igove 
1 cline than any of their predeceſſors. Mew 
1 Ih bis appeared evidently to be the fact at Ithe 
Wi a meeting called in St. Martin's pariſh, on Ipariſl 
4 Friday, the 20th of November, 1795, for moſt 
the expreſs purpoſe of introducing one of ſin th. 
thoſe ſickly bantlings called counter-petiti - Ithe c 
ons. Mr. Prirr, who endeavored to un- moſt 
der-value Mr. Fox's meeting in, Palace Bill! 
_ Yard, by inſinuating that its numbers were] Cit 
augmented by the Correſponding Society ;Ito ar 
not recollecting that he is indebted for +:sFthe ra 
manners of every ſort to ſources much leſs ſÞutie 
reſpectable ; thrice. happy had it been forſſwhere 
the miniſters, not to have called thisÞnflue 
meeting at all, for at this very meeting, Iſtronę 
held for the expreſs purpoſe of keepingfed, 
the Convention Bill afloat a little longer, honor 
at this meeting, the true friends of theſfever 


- conſtitution obtained the moſt ſignal vic- 
tor 
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y tory over baſeneſs and corruption ſince the 
it days of my predeceffor Caro ; Mr. Pirr, 
it {has been exceedingly diſordered ever ſince, 
d and it is doubtfül whether he can ever 
recover the blow. 
ſo | At this memorable meeting, fellow citi- 
es Izens, held in a numerous and reſpectable 
r- pariſh, in which are ſo many offices under 
le- government, the. Admiralty, the King's 
Mews, the Pay Office, and many more of 
at Ithe higheſt importance; yet in this very 
on pariſh, which is always confic lered as the 
for moſt devoted to the men in power, of any 
of Fin the Kingdom, and at this very meeting, 
iti⸗Ithe diviſion was nearly vaanimouſly, and 
1n- [moſt decidedly againſt the Convention 
ace Bill!!! 
ere] Citivens, if there was ever a ſtrong point 
to argue from, it is from this meeting; 
he race is not always to the {viit, nor the 
battle to the ,, for in that very pariſh 
here the principaMfountain: heads of court 
influence reſide, where the enemy are 
ſtrongeſt, the fiery ſhafts have been repel- 
ed, the Convention Bill returned without 
10noring, Downizg-ſtreet 1 in deep mouraing 
ver ſince, freedoms friends 9 
| An 
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and a majority of fifteen to one againſt the 


powers of darkneſs. _ 

Mr. Prrr and Mr. Duxvas, by ' that 
accurate, and inſpired preſcience, that 
ſpirit of divination and prophecy which 


| ſhine ſo conſpicuouſly in the aſſertions of 


theſe mighty men, boldly and abſolutely 
declared, in a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 


which ſhould be the ſanctuary of zruth 


itſelf, that the paſſing of theſe bills, was 
ardently prayed for, and defired by a majo- 
rity of the nation ! 

Attend! my deluded countrymen | — 
this Hardy declaratipn was made at a time 
when the nation knew nothing of the mat- 


ter; it was at ſo early a ſtage of the buſi- 


neſs, that the very addreſſes, forged in 
London, together with the counter-peti- 


a 
tions, although crammed into every mall 


coach before they were dry, had ſcarcely 
gotten ten miles fiom town, towards thei: 
bring places. 

An almanack maker might, with equa 


propriety, auticipate ſnow in July, the leſ-P" 
ſening of taxes, or the wiſdom and honeſty 
of miniſters; 


for to loſe by a ſentence 0 
national reprobation, inſtead of the ſanction . 
ſo unfortunately, and ſo impudently prophe- 
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fied, muſt, as FarsTary ſays, if the fire of 
grace is not quite extinguiſhed, derapge all 
common power of face. . | 
What further confidence can be expected, 
what further confidence can be given to ſuch 
prophets as Mr. Pitr, and Mr. Dundas; 
prophets, who prognoſticate only todeceive, 
and divine only for ſiniſter purpoſes; pur- 
poles very ce known to thepiſelves, and 
tolerably gueſſed at by the Britith nation. 
While engaged on the prelent topic, 1 
ſhould be unpardonable not to mention, 
the glorious victory obtained over the 
croats, and pendoyrs of corruption on the 
fame day above-mentioned, at the Com- 
mon Hall held in the City of London. 
This, fellow citizens, was not leſs im- 


portant than the former, not Jeſs decifive, 


and will not only ſtrengthen the cauſe of 
freedom, raiſe her drooping ſpirits, ani— 
mate her ſons, and defeat the pretent dar- 
ing machinations of uſurping power, but be 
a ſeſſon to all future prophets in our ſenates, 
not to be too hardy in their auguries until 


they can underſtand the fars, and human 


nature better; and above all, will for ever, 
render all attempts to introduce, and im- 
poſe a Convention Bill impoſſible, even in 
contemplation. 
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As the pleaf ing circumſtances attending 
theſe two important meetings, are circum- 
ſtantially detailed in all the daily papers, I 
ſhall confine myſelf to a few. of the moſt 
prominent features of the buſineſs, that my 
readers may #107 in all future and fimilar 
occaſions, how to judge accurately of the 
nature of corrupt influence, and compare 
lome of my former ſtrictures, with the 
preſent exiſting circumſtances, 
As I have already endeavoured to gratify 
myſelf in ſpeaking handſomely of Mr. Al- 
derman SKINNER, I ſhall deſire 9 
of that gentleman, and of the public, to 
introduce him again to that ben 
which ſo eminently has attended him 
through every flage of an active and fer- 
viceable life, and which will ſurvive bi 
numerous virtues. 
But the ſpeech delivered by this gentle. 
tleman, in the Common Hall, to a reſpect- 
able body of nearly five thouſand | his 
fellow citizens, which was honored with a 
tumult of applauſe; an applauſe, the un- 
biaſſed, noble ſentiment of public appro- 
bation, Inſpired by patriotiſm, and the 
cordial expreſſions of conviction and una- 
nimity. 
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M* SKIN NER, after . the 
bills in the moſt decided manner, 
made the following z moſt convincing obſer- 
vations. 


& Gentlemen, at a time of great agitation, 


the care of the City of London was com- 
mitted to my hands. It was an impor tanc 


charge, but did you, my fellow citizens, 


ever witneſs any diſorder or tumult that 


was not almoſt 12:tantly awed into ſilence, 


by the civil power alone, 
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* Thave ever found that reaſoning candidly 
was the beſt means of preſerving the public 
peace, and anſwering the,confidence of my 
fellow citizens, and of my countrymen in 
general. _ 

The two bills before you are therefore 
unneceſſarily rigid and oppreſſive, and are 
ſuch as every good Engliſhman, ought to 
oppoſe, and equally dangerous to his king 


3 : 


and country.“ | 

After the loud effuſion of tumultuous 
Joy, that reſounded from all parts of the 
Hall, Mr. Sk INN ER proceeded to ſtate the 


following moſt important information, to 


which, I requeſt the readers very particular 
B, oy 
During the execution of the office of 
chief magiſtrate, I had frequent occaſion 
to communicate with his Majeſty's miniſters, 
In the courſe of thoſe communications, 
J was informed from High authority that 


« they had informations of plots, and ſcheme; 


to overturn the government, and to intro- 
duce anarchy and confuſion. . 
My reply—ſaid Mr. SKI NNER— con. 
fantly was, that the utmoſt care was taken 
0 preſerve the good government of the 
city. . 


** * 
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* And hat Twas fully convinced ! that 

no ſuch plot exified.. 
7 66 Fate,” laid the worthy Alderman, 
have fully proved the truthof my aſſertion. 
I found that the laws and magiſtracy were 
properly reſpected and obeyed; and it is 
againſt my principles aad practice, LO irri- 
tate the people to violence.“ 

This, fellow citizens, is a very faint 
outline of the ſpeech that contained thole 
ſentiments, that with wiſdom and madera- 
tion equally ſtreamed the extremes of po- 
pular ferment, and of aſſumed preroga- 
tive. 


I cannot but pauſe a moment on the 


very different ſituations which virtue and 


depravity ſhew in our public characters. 
Mr. Alderman Lus#incronm followed 
Mr. SK1NNER, but I] ſhall not renew thoſe 
diſguſts, which Probably ſome of my 
readers experienced in the Common Hall ; 
it is only neceſſary to remark here, that te 


ſpeech of Mr. LuswixG ron, was mercly 


calculated to fee! the puiſe of ive thouland 

of the liverymen of London, ref bocting a 
middle courſe between no bill, and the paſ- 
ſing it into A law, 


bead. 


vith all its horrors on its 


This 
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This as to paſs the bill, for © a ſhort 
ba. put the inſtant the liv ery perceived 
the dangerous qualification propoſed, they 
exclaimed, no, no, no, not for a moment ! ! 
*with unexampled unanimity. 

Why this gentleman was choſes to learr 
the public ſentiment, or whether he came 
forward voluntarily, by what influence, 
internal or external, is certainly needlels to 
enquire here; but the ſame qualification 
was propoſed in other places, and as the 
public may not fully comprehend the inſi- 

diouſneſs of the prepeßtien. I ſhall add a 
few remarks. 
Whatever may be the deficiencies of 
miniſters, dexterity and craft do not rank 
among them. 

Inſtruments on ſuch occaſions are always 
ready to ſtep forward and to promote every 
meaſure adopted by the people in power, 

without being particularly curious whether 
it is right or wrong. 

Beſides the qualification propoſed by 


Mir. Lusnixc rox in the Common Hall, 


that highly prudent magiſtrate Mr. Maix- 
 WARING, went exactly over the fame 


ground, at the meeting at Hackney ; I de- 


fire to remark the coincidence of theſe gen- 
temen 


tlemen and the ſly endeavours to take a 


middle courſe, to make this odious bill 


paſſible. 
Where the influence came from which 
actuated theſe gentlemen, is no matter; nor 


why or how "they were influenced. 1 


ſhall only remark here that each attempt 


was ſpurned at wit marked contempt and 
indignation by an immenſe majority both 
at Hackney, and at the Common Hall. 


It did not appear at theſe places, that 


the bills were much defired, or ardently 


prayed for by a majority, as Mr. Pirr, 


and as Mr. 59 modeſtiy and Le, 


remptorily, declared to be the fact; 
it was not the fact; and in all chien 
love to thoſe gentlemen, I hope that they 


will profit by experience, and leave off 
propheſying, or prophecy better in future; 


for, if ever, in the aanals of mankind; a 
wanton or wicked perverſion of truth re- 
ceived public admonition, ſcorn, contempt, 
and a moſt decided negative, moſt afſur- 
edly, it is in the caſe juſt mentioned. 

I wonder much, a man of Mr. Pitt's 


delicacy and feelings, will thus expoſe his 


friends to embarraſſment, confuſion, and 


diſad vantageous compariſon, as appeared 


ſa 
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ſo very Ariking i in the Common Hall. To 
fee one magiſtrate ſtand forward with the 
dignity of an-old Roman, 3 the heart 
captive by the mere effort of common 
ſenſe, and virtuous rectitude, honor, and 
ſtrict patriotiſm, to condemn theſe bills, 
and every heart vibrating in uniſon with 
every ſentiment and rapture. |, 

Now, ſee what follows, as Hamlet ex- 
claims, „a mildewed car of corn blaſting his 
his wholeſome brother ;” another magiſtrate, 
debaſing his Joyalty by bringing forward 
qualifications of a bill, to it, to impoſe 
on the underſtandings of thoſe conſtituents 
by whoſe partiality he has been honored, 
and iby whoſe voices he has been armed 
with powers to ſtrike at the liberties of his 
fellow citizens, by a Convention Bill. 

What reaſonable expectation Mr. Main- 
WARING, and Mr. Lusmincrton, could 
have, I know not, of ſucceeding in any 
the leaſt degree, in a caſe where, they 
muſt poſitively perceive, nothing was to 
be gained but diſgrace and diſreſpect, and 
where the effort alone was flying in the 
face of as a decided, noble, and independent 
majority, as ever. truly explained: the . 
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I cannot cenclude this ſhort account of 
theſe two important meetings, ar St. Mar- 
tins, and at the Common Hall, without 
giving this public teſtimony of the candid 
manner, in which Mr. Alderman Cvurxr1s, 
when he /az all was loſt, came forward, 
and in the following handſome manner, 


crowned the total defeat of Generals Pri, 


and GRENVILLE, and all their hoſt, with 


the ſanction of rhe firſt magiſtrate of the 


farſt city in the univerſe. 
Theſe words, fellow citizens, are the 
moſt important, when we conſider that 


they give the lye direct to falſe prophets, 


that they tend to refute the fulſome ca- 
lamnies, which load the circutating ad- 


dreſſes, and their bantling counter-pett- 
tions, and laſtly, that the truth contained 


in theſe words, is every moment corrobo- 
rated by the riſing teſtimony of thouſands, 
to the teſtimony of millions. 

The Lord 8 Mr. Cvaris, . 
clared, 

<< Gentlemen, IL am now convinced, that a 
great majority of my fellow citizens, who 
are at the ſame time Joyal ſubjetts to his 


Majeſty, 


of an inſulted nation, in oppoſition to 
flagitious, and tyrannical uſurpation, 
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Majeſty,—ARF DETERMINED enemies to 
- this Bills, I ſhall therefore obey their in- 
ſtructions, and vote againſt them.“ 
The cher city members were falent ; 
for what? becauſe the Convention Bill 
could no longer be defended in an inde- 
pendent, numerous, and reſpectable meet- 
ing, becauſe they could not ſupport the 
bill, either in its original or. qualified forms; 
and becauſe they perceived that filence was 
the only probable mode of averting the 
juft diſpleaſure of their conſtituents, at 
the next election, at which time, I hope, 
the livery of London, will pay their due 
acknowledgments to all the gentlemen 
concerned, and vote for men who have no 
attachments of a ſiniſter kind; but for 
ſuch characters alone, as emulate the ac- 
tions and the virtues of a BECK FORD, or a 
Sk INNER. Let them elect men, who are 
friends to the real Conſtitution of their 
country, not a filthy Epheſian idol, made 
up of an accumulation of rags and abuſes, 
and worſhipped by intereſted idoiators, but 
that old venerable ſtructure, that real 
auguſt Conſtitution, which wwas once the 
boaſt and pride of Engliſhmen, and of 
which the framers of the Convention Bills 
are the only enemies. a 


1 de- 


is} 


I declare, molt ſolemnly, and moſt ear- 
neſtly, fellow citizens, from my heart, 


from the bottom of twenty hearts, if I. 
poſſeſſed them, that theſe falſe prophets, 


who ſay that the people, or any meeting 
or ſociety, compoſed of Engliſhmen, are 


enemies to, and with to deſtroy the Con- 


ſtitution of their native country, is a falſe, 


ſcandalous, and malicious libel, on the inde 


vendence, honeſty, plainneſs, and good ſenſe 
of the people at large, and a moſt groſs, 
wily, and intentional calumny, a ſheep's 
cloathing, to hide the wolfiſn attack on 


the people's rights by the Convention 


Bill. 

As theſe remarks are now circulating all 
over the kingdom, I find by my numerous 
correſpondents, that they are read in moſt 
of the principal towns in England; and IL 


moſt energetically call upon my fellow 
electors throughout the nation to ſtand for- 


ward, with Magna Charta and the Bill of 
Rights for their bulwark, manifeſt their 
independence, and ſupport the conſtitution 


with firmneſs and effect by all conſtitutional 
means, that miniſters may be taught that 


reſpect for decided majorities of a rauſed 


and iucenſed people, which may not only 


avert 


ﬀ 


% 
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avert the preſent alarming ſtorm, but pre- 
vent in future, from any corrupt hydra 
whatever, all attempts to deſtroy the 
rights and the conſtitution of this luffer- 
ing country. 

And do not, fellow citizens; da not be 
deluded ; I know: for I have exact and 
momentary. advice of the enemies move- 
ments, I know the attemps that are mak- 
ing, as at the St. Martin's, and the Com- 
mon Hall meetings, to #þo/e theſe bills 

on the nation in a qualified form. 

Be aware, they cannot be qualified, you 
may qualify. arſenic, you may quality every 
poiſonous mineral in nature, but you ne- 
ver can qualify theſe bills; the fruits will 
{till be unwholeſome, the tree will ſtill, 

and ever muſt be corrupt, at its root, and 
for the good of the nation mult be caſt in- 
to the fire. 

No more than a lion can . a dove, 
no more than a crocodile can become 
friendly, or Mr, PI Tr, capable of feeling 
for the miſeries of a father, a wife, or a 
cbild no more can this abominable bill 
change its nature, and become mild or 


friendly to mankind by any qualifications 
ter, made, implicd, expreſled, or 
5 inſinuated 


guare 


0% J 


infinuated in any mode, or form of ſpeech 


which the Engliſh language affords. ' 
As it was not, I mo} facredly, with 


the majority of the nation believe, intend- 


ed to do good, no qualification will ever 
make it better; therefore, be on your 
guard, be firm, be conſtitutional, and above 
all things, if the Convention Bills are of- 
fered in a thouſand forms, for God's fake, 
for the ſake of yourſelves, and your chil- 
dren, reject it at once altogether ! 

Fellow citizens, does this bill alarm 
you? are you alarmed fincerely at the 
Convention Bulls ? if you are, what will 
be your alarm, when I explain to you that 
this odious bill, this offspring of a de- 
vouring hydra, 1s but one link of a long 


chain of tyranny, the firſt number, and 
the firſt miniſterial ſtep towards the eſta- 


bliſhment of a perfect deſpotiſm. 
This ſyſtem has been regular, long 
planned, and deliberately executed until 


the zreſent moment; but now the hand of 


time has mat ured the intention, the chaſm 
is fully wound up, and all the miſchief 


ripe, the whole is ready to burſt at once 


with ſudden and expanſive ruin, 
. , Barracks 


* 


his language was plain; but, thank God, 
they were put upon their guard in time; T 
and the honorable gentleman would fad 
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Barracks have been erected from year te = 
year, the army augmented to a force une- Cl 


qualled in point of numbers, ſeveral acts 
paſſed to limit, to narrow the liberty o 


the ſubject, the Habeas Corpus act was ſuſ- 
pended, and many more preparatives or 
- harbingers to uſher in the Convention 


Bill. 


The cannoneer now ſtands ready with 
his match in his hand, and Mr. WI XD HAM. +, 


one of his Majeſty's confidential nunit- 
ters, in the Houſe of Commons, on 


Monday the 23d of November, 1795, 
declared and repeated the following ex 
ploſive words. 


He thanked Mr. Fox for ſpeaking out, 


Printe 


that they would exert themſelves, 701th vi- i ban 


gour more than law. H 


With vigour more tban la! ! Iuhic 
Theſe awful and alarming words werel of be 


uſed by Mr. WINDHAu, member foi have 
Norwich, Secretary at War, a Privyſexert 
Countellor, and one of the chief confiden.ſome 
tial ſerdants of the crown. r 
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© adj that they would act with Vigowr more | 


5 V1 than law. 
Here is a declaration, fellow citizens, 
which muſt excite new alarm, horrid, and 


were of boundlefs extent; what idea are we to 
fol have of miniſterial vigour, that is to be 


Tivygexerted without law! it is an expreſſion 


den-jlomewhat ambiguous, it may mean, like the 
bill it is meaht to defend, - more than is ex- 


preſſed. If more vigour than law is to be 


'T he xerted, law is to. be left behind, vigour | 


11 


is to  outftrip law ; does this point at mili-¶ tha 
tary execution ? why was not this gentle. law 
man 'more explicit ? his conſtituents, hi 
country, required a full explanation oi cla. 
of ſuch an horrid and alarming expreſſion, iſ voi 
ſpoken in the heat, in the moment of in- bill 
advertency, when perhaps the truib, ol vic 
part of the truth ſlipped out unawares. a J. 
If Mr. WI NDHAM, did not, and if be W. 
will not, explain theſe words, the publi mii 
will make their own inference from them law 
and if the time, place, nature of the de. | 
- bate, the perſon, and the place he fills dra 
conſidered, it will not be in the power d 
any one to infer any thing but a threat o 
a moſt daring and horrid tendency. 
Convention Bills are propoſed, they ar 
produced in the ſ enate, and they are pro fre 
Poel to the world in a queſtionable hape tha 
part of the ſenate and the nation begin i voc 
diflike them, the miniſters ſer up a defence} uni 
change it, ſhift their ground, and havin} cor 
produced the bills in an imperfect ſtat the 


complain that the bills are miſunderſtoo 1 
and miſrepreſented. unt 
The nation ſeems alarmed about ti no 
meaning of the bills, a right Revere tur 


4 8 declares in the Houle of Lord 
| | th 
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that the people have no buſineſs with the 
laws but to obey them!! 


The national clamour ill encreafes, the 


clamour rif.s every hour, and the public 


voice becomes more deciſive againſt the 
bills every day, troops are ordered to the 


vicinity of the metropolis, minifters hold 


a lofty tone reſpecting the bills, and Mr. 


Wir NDHAM, declares that they (meaning 
minitters) will act with vigour more than 


law!!! 


Thus, fellow citizens, the matter is 
drawing faſt to a criſis. This great queſ- 
tion 155 {oon be determined, 


nimity ; and the obſtinacy ef miniſters 
ſeems to be bent upon rifquing the moſt 
dreadful conſequences imaginable, rather 
than give up a meaſure v hich bas unequi- 
vocally been proved to be the win W anton, 
unneceſſary and Wader violation of the 
conſtiturion of England, ever witneſſed in 
the annals of its hiſtory. 

Pretended plots are continually talked or, 
Unfortunate people taken up on fle nder, or 
no real foundation; a conſpiracy to over- 


turn the government E affected ih mo- 
dent 


the public 
mind i is rouſeꝗ to oppoiition : almott to una- 


; 
; 
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to alarm the nation one way, while 
the Convention Bill ſlides in another. 
In order to act under the aſſectation of 
danger, under alarms of their own crea- 


ting, and to be ſaved from plots and 
conſpiracies of their own fabrication, un- 


| ment, 


der the ſhadow hiding the ſubſtance, a 
prodigious armed force is at this moment 
pouring to town from all quarters, London 
is turned into a garriſon ; and all this buſ- 
tle, miniſterial alarm, and pretended fear 
has no foundation under heaven, but 
from their own machinations in favor of 
the Convention Bill. 

The miniſter is continually exclaiming 
in the moſt inſolent terms, that theſe bills 
are purpoſely miſrepreſented for the pur- 
poſe of vexation and delay, or of turbu— 
| jd and ſedition; be it fo, for argument 
fake, but why did not the framers of them 
give that form, and draw that ſpecitic 
line, by which the nation, for whoſe good 
all laws ſhould be made, might have 
known how to judge? why was ſo much 
left to conjecture and alarm, the reaſon i; 
Plain, the horrid tendency, the ſole end, 


the extent, the variety of objects which | 


are meant to be embraced by theſe bills, 
and 


teen 
and the veſting of the whole power of the 
ſtate, unchecked, into the hands of mi- 


niſters, and the diflolving all ſocial union 
of the people theſe and many more 


which might be added, were the reaſons 


that induced the managers of theſe bills to 
ſhde the outline firſt upon public notice, 
and to leave the ſhadowings and finiſhings 
to eventual occaſion and opportunity. 

Had they brought them forward, at 
once, in a fair, manly way, with chat 
ſpirit and candour, which indeed they ſel- 
dom - obſerve | the public mind would, 
they knew, have been wound up inſtanta- 
neouſly to a pitch of fury, at once irreſiſti- 
ble to the attempt, and as ata to 
themſelves. 

Beſide which, I hana ſaid in a former 
number, . that the outline was intended 
to be left to be filled up by the crown 
lawyers. 

They well know that the FI IP 
and operative activity, of theſe bills would 
involve an infinitude of odiums and public 
execrations, which conſequence they have 
as well provided for; the magiſtracy ot 


all England were to be diſgraced, and to 
receive that public diſapprobation which 


they 


q a 
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_ conjecture, if wel/-//med pretence, 


to form 
: agitate our ſenators, and raiſe laws from 


T mw). 
they merited themſelves. - After this me- 
dium, another portion of the 1n1quity was 


to reft with the crown lawyers, and moſt 


undoubtedly, their explanations would 
have fully deſcribed the , and their 
intentions. 

So much has been ſaid and pretended by 
miniſters, relative to plots and conſpiracies, 
that | think proper to make a few remarks 

on the ſubject. 

I ſhall premiſe that if mere unſupported 
or if 
any tning but truth and fact is allowed 
a ground of ſuch importance as to 


that, fair premiſe and deduction are unne- 
ceflary ; any. wild theory, any action, law, 
or agency ſo founded muſt evidently be 
liable ro all that uncertainty and error, 
which can poſſibly diſgrace the utmoſt de- 
gree of ignorance. 

But miniſters are not faulty from 4 ig- 
norance, but from deſign; either they 
have pretended the exiſtence of pots and 


conſpirecies, to deceive the public , and 
to give a colour for the adoption of vio- 
lent meaſures; or, plots and conſpiracies 


ao 
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do exiſt, and ſome danger i is to hs appre- 
hended. 

That plots do exiſt, has never been 
proved, unleſs we admit thoſe furmiſes, 
aſperſions, and calumnies, to have been 
plots which miniſters have been in the ha- 
bit of imputing for a long time to many 
perſons, and claſſes of perfons, who have 
ſpoken, written, or aſſociated, for the ſole 
purpoſe of correcting the abuſes of the 
executive parts of government. N 

I have endeavoured with ſome care to 
keep in view a marked diſtinction between 


the true conſtitution of my native coun- 


try, and the chimera, which miniſters 
make ſuch a jargon about. I have in my 
numbers repeated!y teſtificd my regard for 
that conſtitution which has, and 1 hope, 
Will ſtil protect me, and ! do this cheer- 
fully, and expliculy, becauſe J would 


with my principles to be ug under- 


ſtood, and as a writer, and as a citizen, 
to be able at all times to explain and de- 
fend them with modeſt boldneſs. 
If any man, or body of men, exiſt in 
this country who feel the wiſh, and Who 
would, if in their power, endeavour to over - 
turn the true conſtitution of England, 1 
e 


Ense 
publieby declare; that in my opinion, the 
attempt would be as fruitleſs as it would 
be wicked. 

As a member of chile fockery; and 
that portion of civilized ſociety which is 
my boaſt, and in which, although I poſ- 
ſeſs little more < than e. good ſpirits to 
feed and cloath me,“ t I have ſocial 
and domeſtic . a cordial re- 
gard for the elements that compoſe it, 
and a rooted love for the habits and vir- 
tues of my native country. 

Peace I love, hate its oppoſite, and de- 
teſt its fomenters, for cornbining at once 

the extremity of wiekedneſs and folly. 
here have been few wars which were 
not unjuſt, unneceſſary, and which few ex- 
iſting circumſtances juſtified. 
raters may talk loud, they may /ome- 


times deceive themſelves, and oftex deceive 


others, they may find ſomething like real, 
oe they may intent pretences for deſtroy · 
ing their fellow creatures; but to the 
diſcerning eye, to the candid and diſin- 
tereſted, no .diſguiſe will ever hide or 
palliate thoſe derangements of heart and 
underſtanding which produce ſuch endleſs 
and unſpeakable calamities. 
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But civil wars are ſaid to be the worſt; 
1 think them as bad, and in a moral ſenſe 
they are no worſe; they are equally de- 
ſtructive to lociety, and whether ten thou- 
ſand poor, fi Ni! ily, ignorant victims are ſacri- 
ficed by the unfeeling hearts of a few peo- 
ple in power, in one country or another, 
by foreign or domeſtic war, it is in every 
poſſible caſe equally a molt deteſtable and 
cruel violation of every ſacred obligation, 
tearing aſunder every bond which ties man 
to man, and tending to the total diſſolu- 
tion of civilized ſociety, 

Theſe are my principles, and as a man 
or a citizen, } hope they will do me no 
diſcredit. 


I have ſtated the caſe either that 1 


do or do not exiſt. Miniſters, finding 


after ſuch a multiplicy of aſſertion, that it 
was neceſſary to follow up the idea, by 
proving ſome act whereby the imputed 


intention might be made out, fell violently 


upon the Reforming Societies, ſeized the 
members, their backs and papers, and 
the ſudden effect of ſuch a coup de main, 
ſilenced theſe ſocieties for a ſeaſon. _ 
But the gentlemen who had been ap- 


prebende, | confined a long time in the 


Tower 
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| p9 wer, and contradicted i in the moft con- 
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Tower, and afterwards removed to the 


goal of Newgate; after fuffering a cruel 
impriſonment, and whoſe conviction was 
anticipated and predicted to a certainty, 
were at length brought to trial. 

It is needleſs to trouble the reader with 


an enumeration of particulars univerially 


known; every perſon knows theſe victims 


it was ſuppoſed, would confirm by their 


rrjals, guilt, and convictions, would con- 
firm all the aſſertion of miniſters, and 


prove beyond the poſſibility of doubt, the 


real, politive exiſtence of plots and con- 


 ſpiracies to overturn the government. 


The care, the length of time, the waſte 


of public money, ſuch a hoſt of crown 


lawyers, and ſuch a multitude of witnefſes 


as almoſt might induce mankind to ſup- 


poſe that the trials were to be determined 
by numbers, 

But after the monntain bd been in la- 
boo? full nine months or more, after the 
moſt violent /hroꝛves, the birch by the teſ- 
timony of a moſt reſpectable jury, proved 
in the moſt inconteſtible manner, the in- 
nocence of all the gentlemen accuſed, and 
totally defeated all the machinations of 


vincing 
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vineing manner, the exiſtence of * plor 
or CONFPICACY whatever. 


The public joy on this occaſion was ex- 


treme, but the exultation was honeſt ; the 
Britiſh nation teſtified this joy on two ac- 


counts, the innocence of the gentlemen 


accuſed, for fo palpably clear was the 


rectitude of their conduct that one half of 


them were diſcharged without trial, and 


the plain demonſtration, notwithſtanding 


the /irong language of miniſters, that no 


plots or conſpiracies whatever exiſted, or 
bad exiſted. 


Truth obliges me to record, that if the 


public joy role high on this eee 


occaſion, the paſſion which was excited in 
the miniſters was very different; they 


ſeemed hurt that the nation ſhould think 


them to have been defeated, and that all 
but themſelves were convinced that there 


was no conſpiracy. 


They openly and unequivocally de- 


clared that the iſſue of che affair was no 
proof that no plot exiſted, but on the con- 


trary, that it was clear from the body of 


evidence that plots did exiſt. 


Innocence was no longer ſecure, no re- 


Paration was made even in worde, as ſome 


Acone- 
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atonetment for a proſecution which Rood 
on no ground but Temporary pretence, and 
affected appreben fron; of plots and conſpi- 
racies,” whiehꝭ if there was any exiſtence of, 
did not exiſt in any 8 98 or meeting of 
the people! 
de reſpeRable men who were oh falſely 
acenſed, bore their ſufferings with the dig- 
nity of Britons and of virtuous patriots ! 
recorded be their honeſt efforts, gratifying 
their reflections, ſucceſsful their noble 
- cauſe, and extended gratitude flow from 
their fellow citizens with riſing tranſport! 
may one poor ſolitary individual pierce 
| the oppreſſive clouds which hides him from 
the world, and offer in the language of 
1 ſincerity, his tribute of cordial = burning 
e caps 1 5 
May the zpplauſe- of the nation com- 
8 penſate for the venomous inſult of a 
| WinbHam, may their virtues and cauſe 
| * imitation, and may they ultimate- 
ly triumph in correcting the numerous, 
and accumulating abuſes which have ſo 
Es, SIREN" we Britiſh Conſtitution. £5 
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